27 OCT 1999
Must apa- Taxi
MOST CABBI ES SUPPORT GOVERNMENT, SAYS M NI STER

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 27 (Bernamae) -- The mpjority of taxi drivers support the
governnent and are thankful to it for restoring the country's econony,
Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mohanmed sai d today.

"Today it's clear that the majority of taxi rivers love the country and
are grateful for the benefits they enjoy.

"And today they can say thank you to the prime mnister and the
governnent for all the things that have been done for them especially in
reviving the country's econony and bringing calmto the country," he told
reporters after the "Syabas Ml aysi a" (Congratul ati ons Ml aysi a) car
sticker |aunching cerenony.

The sticker for taxis, hire cars and |inpusines was | aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moharmad at the Prinme Mnister's Departnent.

Mist apa said the ceremony was historic as it showed that the majority
of taxi drivers were with the governnent and only a snmall group opposed it.

The m nister al so announced the setting up of a consultative council to
handl e problens relating to the services provided by taxis, hire cars and
| i mousi nes.

He said the council would be chaired by himw th Deputy Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M nister Datuk Idris Jusof as his deputy. Its nmenbers include
representatives of the Road Transport Departnent, police, Kuala Lunpur City
Hal | , Puspakom and taxi operators and taxi drivers associations.

Must apa al so said that taxi operators in the Klang Valley would be
required to follow an uniformset of conditions in their agreenents with
taxi drivers with effect fromDec 1.

The conditions include a nmininumannual | eave of 12 days for the
drivers, maximul daily rental of RWO for Proton Iswara cars and RW5 for
Proton Wra cars, and a standard five-year |ease period.

Taxi operators are also required to provide two white shirts a year to
each driver and pay the road tax, insurance and Puspakom i nspection service
charges for the taxis.
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