14 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Mot or
MOTORSPORTS CAN ENHANCE M SI A' S ENG NEERI NG CAPABI LI TI ES, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Active donmestic pronotion of
nmot or sports shoul d hel p enhance Mal aysi a' s aut onotive engi neering
capabilities and in designing race cars of international reckoning, the
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today.

VWil e expressing this hope, the prime mnister envisaged that nore
Mal aysi ans woul d take up notorsports seriously and graduate i nto becom ng
Formul a One racers.

"The autonotive field is not confined to nmerely car production or
engi neering as cars al so serve recreational and sporting purposes," Dr
Mahat hir said when opening the KL Motorsports Show '99 at the Putra Wlrd
Tarde Cenre (PWC) here.

The governnment would like to see systematic and orderly invol venent of
Mal aysi an yout hs in notorsports, he said.

"W're aware that mdnight illegal nmotorcycle races are organi sed on
t he hi ghways offering prizes which can't afford to give, but we hope
properly run nmotorsports can hel p m ni m se undesirable activities," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

The prinme mnister urged youngsters to channel their youthful energies
and enthusiasmto healthier activities and use these occasions to test
their riding or driving skills and conpetence to attain the Forrmula 3000
| evel and graduate to Fl races.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a had advanced consi derably in the autonotive
field frombeing just a car-inporting nation.

Al t hough gradual, he, said, Malaysia had transforned into a
car-assenbling and a car-manufacturing country and was now capabl e of
desi gni ng and testing own engi nes.

The prime minister said he was grateful that Ml aysia was picked as
anot her FI race venue although many other Asian countries desired to host
the worl d's greatest notor-racing event.

"Mt orsports hel ps put Malaysia on the world map and attract conmmerce
and tourists to Mal aysia," he said.

Dr Mahathir called for nore diversified notorsports programes be drawn
up so that a larger segnent of Mal aysians in various age groups coul d take
part.

Dr Mahathir spent an hour visiting the various booths and unveil ed a
nmodel of Mal aysia's own hand- nade Bufori sports car manufactured by Bufori
Mot or Car Company (M Sdn Bhd.

The prinme minister also officially launched the Sinmex Rainforest
Chal | enge 1999, an international rough terrain notoring expedition in
Mal aysia from Nov 28 to Dec 8.

Dr Mahathir obliged to pose for 10 minutes for |local caricaturists Don

and Zalli to sketch himupon the prime mnister's launching of their
project called "MIIlion Faces of Caricature".
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