14/11/ 1999
MCA, Gerakan may swap seats

Hanmi dah Atan
MALACCA, Sat. - MCA and Gerakan may swap sone seats in the general
el ection.

MCA presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said this arrangenent was
likely in areas "where MCA may wi n but Gerakan will |ose or vice-versa".

However, he said MCAwould retain 90 per cent of bothits parliamentary
and State seats.

"BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said the rati o woul d renain.
However, if we feel we can win in certain areas or Gerakan will |ose, or
vice-versa, we will swap seats. However, it is still upto Dr Mahathir to
decide on this."

Anong t he areas where the arrangenent is likely to be carried out is the
Federal Territory.

Dr Ling held a cl osed-door nmeeting with State party | eaders tonight on
the el ection preparations and the State MCA |i st of candi dates.

Dr Ling al so said about 10 per cent of party representatives in the
el ection would be first-tiners.

"These new comers have been working hard for the party for the last five
years. To us, they are the party's best assets."

Dr Ling al so said incunbent party | eaders "who are still active" would
not be dropped. "There are a few who wanted to be dropped but if they are
still active, we will not allowthemto retire yet."

Dr Ling added that Dr Mahathir, who is al so Bari san Nasi onal and Umo
president, would be calling himup in one or two days to finalise the
nanmes of MCA candi dates.

Expressing his satisfaction with the el ection preparations by all State
MCA branches, Dr Ling said "all the things that are necessary to be done
have been done".

On Mal acca MCA's chances to win in Kota Mel aka, he said the voters were
"fed up” with the DAP whi ch had done nothing to hel p themfor the past 30
years.

"The MCA has carried out a lot of work on educational, sports, religious
and many ot her issues affecting the Chi nese conmunity. W have al so wor ked
wel | together with other BN conponent parties to bring about devel opnment
to the people.”

(END)
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