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By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will not have diplomatic ties
with Israel as |ong as several issues are not resol ved, Foreign Mnister
Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Tuesday.

"Ml aysia sticks to her stand of not having diplomatic ties as |long as
several issues, including the Palestinian issue, are not resolved and t hat
total peace in West Asia is not achieved," he said.

Syed Hamid told this to Mal aysian journalists covering Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad's visit to the United Nations here.

A Si ngapore newspaper on Mnday quoted a report fromlsrael that Syed
Ham d and his Israeli counterpart net on the sidelines of their official
duties while at the UN

Syed Hami d said he did not hold any official neeting at all with the
Israeli foreign mnister David Levy as reported because Mal aysi a does not
have diplomatic ties with Israel.

"Leaders and di pl omats from Mal aysia, as a nenber country of the UN and
the Security Council, often neet fromtime to time with fell ow | eaders and
di pl omats froma host of countries, including Israel, during the UN
assenblies. This is a normal practice in the course of their daily duties,"
he sai d.

It was during such informal neetings that Ml aysia took the opportunity
to explain the reason for not having diplomatic ties and to urge the Tel
Aviv reginme to inplenent its peace accord with Pal estine, he said.

Syed Hanid said while Mal aysia did not practise raci smby naintaining
ani nosity agai nst individual Jews, Mal aysia's stand agai nst the |srael
regi ne remai ned unchanged.

The minister explained that it has been the governnment's policy to send
congratul atory nessages to countries or their |eaders on the occasion of
their national days or cel ebrations.
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