04 APR 1999
Zai nal - MTUC
MIUC FORMS COWM TTEE TO | NVESTI GATE TWO AUSTRALI AN EXPATRI ATES

PETALI NG JAYA, April 4 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) has fornmed a committee to investigate the case of two Australian
expatriates who were all eged to have humiliated the country.

MTUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said the conmittee was fornmed
followi ng the statenent by Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek
recently who clained that the i ssue had been closed as the MIUC failed to
substantiate the claim

“Initially the Mnistry (of Hunan Resources) said there was a case,
then they said there was no case, thus we agreed at the neeting yesterday
to set up a conmittee to investigate thoroughly the two expatriates," he
told reporters here today.

At a press conference on March 17, Limsaid the MITUC and t he uni on
representing the workers of the conmpany concerned had failed to submt
evi dence and strong justification to support their claimagainst the two
expatri ates.

The two Australian expatriates attached to the F&N Coca- Col a Bever age
Sdn Bhd Shah Al am as nmanagi ng director and | ogistics and distribution
manager were all eged by the MTUC to have belittled the Ml aysi an | abour
| aws by describing themas "stupid" and "behind tinme."

The two were al so all eged to have nade di sparagi ng remarks about the
public holiday declared by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in
conjunction with the success of Ml aysian athletes in several events at the
1998 Kual a Lunmpur Games and changing the religious public holidays
(Thai pusam and Nuzul Quran) to be replaced by other public holidays which
had no bearing on religion

"W have been infornmed that the case has been cl osed, however through
the conmittee we will carry out a thorough investigation on the matter to
substantiate the allegation,” said Zainal who regretted the nove by Limto
cl ose the case
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