26 OCT 1999

MIUC URGES AH LEK TO | NTERVENE | N HSBC- NUBE DI SPUTE

KUALA LUVMPUR, COct 26 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) has called on Humman Resources M nister Datuk Lim Ah Lek to intervene
in the current dispute between the HSBC Bank Ml aysia Berhad and the
Nati onal Uni on of Bank Enpl oyees ( NUBE)

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said the mnister's intervention
m ght bring an anicable settlenment to the arbitrary di sm ssal of 15
customer service representatives (CSR) fromthe bank w thout even a
donestic inquiry being conducted.

"The MIUC expresses its serious objection over the bank's obstinate
attitude of dism ssing its workers w thout going through proper |egal
process in blatant violation of the collective agreenment entered into
bet ween HSBC and NUBE," he said in a statenent here today.

Meanwhi | e, the Subang Jaya Town Centre (SJTC) M C branch today | aunched
"a mllion signatures" canpai gn agai nst unethical |ayoffs and
retrenchnents.

The chai rman of M CSJTC Consuners Arbitration, Advocacy, Redress and
Service Centre, Dr Jacob Ceorge said in a statenent that the canpaign is
ai med at anendi ng the present provisions in the Enploynent Act to put on
"fast track" such industrial relations cases for punitive sanctions agai nst
managenent groups i ndul ging i n such behavi or.

The signatures would be sent to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Human Resources M nister Datuk Li mAh Lek for further action,
he added.
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