29 AUG 1999
Wage- M ni mum
MIUC WANTS GOVT TO FI X M NI MUM WAGE AT RML, 200 A MONTH

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 29 (Bernamm) -- The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) wants the governnent to inplenment the RML, 200 a nonth nmi ni mum wage
as prom sed now that the country has energed fromthe econom c dol druns.

MTUC presi dent senator Zainal Rampak said today Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had promi sed | ast August that if the econony
recovered the mni mumwage woul d be fixed at RML, 200.

He said the MIUC was pround of the government's success in turning the
econony around by recording a Gross Donestic Product (GDP) growh of 4.1
per cent in the second quarter this year.

Foll owi ng this, the MIUC had sent a nenorandurm dated Aug 12 to the
prime mnister asking, anong other things, that the government keep its
prom se to inplenment the mni numwage system he told reporters after
openi ng an MIUC/ Socso course on workers' safety and health, here.

He said the mini rumwage for workers now was not fixed with sone
non- uni oni sed conpani es payi ng a m ni rum wage of between RM200 and RMA00 a
nont h.

The nenorandum al so touched on the proposal to extend the retirenent
age fromthe current 55 to 60 years.

"We hope that the prinme nminister will nake tinme to nmeet MIUC | eaders to
di scuss t he nmenorandum he added.

Zai nal al so urged enployers to recogni se workers unions within three
mont hs of their establishnent instead of taking up to two years as was done
Now.

The recognition was i nportant so that the unions could negotiate
coll ective agreenents with enpl oyers should there be grouses fromthe
wor kers, he said, adding that the MIUC felt that the Human Resources
M ni stry should take the issue seriously.

Zai nal al so said that the MIUC now had 750,000 nenbers from 170
affiliated unions and a nenbership drive was underway, especially in the
east coast states where the response was poor.
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