07 JAN 1999
Zai nal - Chi cken
MIUC WANTS POULTRY FARMERS, RETAI LERS COVPLY W TH GOVT DI RECTI VE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernamm) -- The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) has called on the Enforcenent Division of the Donmestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnistry to ensure poultry farmers and retailers conplied
with the government's directive to sell chicken at approved prices.

Its president Senator Zainal Ranpak said |icences and pernits of
chi cken breeders and retailers nust be revoked if they defied the
governnent's directive

Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob announced yesterday that the 30 sen hike a kilogramme in ex-farm
price of chicken fromFriday (Jan 1) was illegal as the governnment was not
consul ted over the increase.

As such, the ex-farmchicken price should remain at RMB a kil ogranme
and dressed chicken at RMb. 40 per kil ogranme, he said.

Zainal also said the MITUC wel comred the setting up of an i ndependent
panel to investigate charges that police officers were responsible for the
injuries suffered by fornmer deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
while in police custody.

"This will restore public confidence in the role of the police as
protectors of civil rights and custodi ans of public safety,"” he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d yesterday the
governnent woul d consider setting up an i ndependent panel to investigate
charges that police officers had caused injuries to Anwar whil e under
det enti on.

Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdull ah reveal ed on Tuesday that the
police were "fully responsible for the injuries to Anwar" but the Speci al
I nvestigati ons Team which probed the assault allegation, did not pinpoint
t he person or persons responsible for the injuries.
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