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MJUCH NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR ECONOM C RECOVERY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KOTA KI NABALU, May 13 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
there is still nmuch to be done to revive Ml aysia's econony al t hough there
are already signs that the econony is recovering.

The Prime Mnister said although the steps taken to protect the
nati onal econony had been successful there were still nuch to be done to
achi eve the | evel of success that the country was enjoying before the
econom ¢ downt urn

Speaki ng at a thanksgiving function foll owi ng the Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
victory during the Sabah state el ections on March 12-13, Dr Mahathir said
t he nmeasures taken were "extraordinary" and had never been attenpted by any
ot her nation before.

He said al though the neasures drew criticismfromthe major powers,
econom ¢ experts and the foreign nedia which expected the neasures to | ead
to Malaysia's disintegration, it was clear that such neasures had not
brought destruction but on the other hand succeeded in reviving the
nati onal econony.

"Today we see our econony beginning to grow and rising rapidly and
those who criticised and belittled us are today forced to concede that our
moves were wi se,"” he said in front of about 10,000 people at the Likas
St adi um here tonight.

Dr Mahathir called on the people to preserve harnony, solidarity and
peace as a wall against attenpts by foreigners who were relentlessly trying
to create chaos in the country.

"They incite the people to riot and hold denonstrations to bring down
t he government,"” he said.

However, their efforts had failed and the people on the other hand were
giving greater support to the governnent particularly in Sabah as was
proven through the BN victory in the state.

The Prime M nister al so praised the Mal aysi an peopl e for thinking
wi sely and not taken in by the persuasions of the foreign powers to get the
people to riot and to bring down the governnent.

"W see in other countries that the econonm c downturn had resulted in
the people resorting to riots and bringi ng down the governnent, but here
they did not succeed," he said.

He said there were now groups trying to create riots and hol di ng
denonstrations to achi eve their objective.

"But their efforts only lead to destruction. Rioting is not the way to
achi eve success," he said.

He al so criticised those who intended to nonopolise "everything" for
t hensel ves wi thout caring that such an act would only | ead to destruction
of the country.

"It's better to receive a small portion of something that is good
rather than getting a hundred per cent of sonething that is bad," he said.

On the BN victory in Sabah, the Prime Mnister said the people should
be t hankful for having elected the BN candi dates in sufficient nunber to
forma credibl e governnent.

Wth the victory, he said, nore devel opnent could be carried out in the
state as only a credi ble governnent could fulfil the pledges made duri ng
the el ection canpai gn.

"We nust al so be thankful that the Sabah government is fromthe same
party as that at the federal |evel. Wen the state governnent is the sane



as the central government cl ose cooperation can certainly be forged and
this hel ps in devel opi ng Sabah, " he said.

The rakyat must al so be thankful as the |last state el ections could be
carried out peacefully while not many countries could hold such peacef ul
el ections.

More than 20 banners expressing the support of the people of Sabah for
the Prime Mnister were put up at the gathering.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukam Pahang Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and nmenbers of the state cabinet.

- - BERNAMA

KHY JS AO



	MUCH NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 13/05/1999)

