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SHAH ALAM May 19 (bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the prospects for Mal aysia's econom c growmh and progress are tied to
its ability to naster new tel econmuni cati on technol ogies to dramatically
inmprove its capacities in every field of business, industry and life in
gener al

The Prime Mnister said Malaysia's tel ecomrunci ati ons industry woul d
continue to exert an enornmous and dynami c influence on changes in the
country.

He said the pervasive influence of new and nore advanced t echnol ogi es
as well as the realities of a global infrastructure made it necessary for
Mal aysia to becone an active participant in the world market place.

"The tel ecommuni cations industry, | believe, will play a pro-active
role in | eading and transform ng the Ml aysi an econony into an information
based econony of the 21 century," he said when opening the internationa
wi rel ess and tel ecomuni cati ons synposi um here.

He al so said Mal aysia had the prospects and the opportunity to becone a
maj or gl obal hub for tel econunications and nulti-nedia services.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had pronoted its tel econmuni cations service
i ndustry whi ch was under the control of | ocal entrepreneurs.

As the new m || enni um dawned, the |l ocal telecommunication industry was
expected to play a nore pronminent role in helping to create an inforned
soci ety as enbodi ed in Vision 2020.

He said anpong the specific ains of policy initiatives undertaken by the
governnent was to position the country as a conpetitive tel ecomruni cations
service provider and a world class markert player.

They included further liberalization of the industry through the
i ntroduction of conpetition in 1990 and t he new Conmuni cati on and
Mul ti medi a Act 1998.

The Prime M nister said the challenge faced by the |ocal players was to
ensure that they can nmeasure up to foreign conpetitors.

"The chal | enge faced by the regulators nmeanwhile is to ensure that
conmpetition will be free without |leading to a situation where the country's
overall infrastructure devel opment will be conprom sed,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said wirel ess technol ogies and the Internet represented the
convergence of two of the fastest growi ng markets as well as
devel opi ng-technol ogi es in the tel econmuni cations field.

He said the inpact of this convergence woul d see trenendous growth in
products with tel ecommuni cati ons, conputer, broadcasting and i nfornmation
di ssem nati on being i nterwoven to deliver cutting-edge audi o-visual and
mul ti medi a services over a variety of forns.

"It will not be long before the Internet, electronic and voice nmail are
all avail able over a nobile cellular phone," he added.

The Prinme M nister said the integration of services was the strategic
thinking of the future with custoners increasingly wanting a breadth of
services froma single service provider

"Instead of having a satellite dish, a TV aerial, a fixed phone line, a
nmobi | e phone and another for the Internet all fromdifferent service
provi ders, the question that begs to be answered is why not have all these
services fromone single supplier?" he asked.

The five-day event which started May 17 was organi sed by Institut
Teknol ogi Mara's Faculty of Electrical Engi neering and the Energy,



Conmruni cations and Multinmedia Mnistry.
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