22 OCT 1999
Sal | eh- Kenaf
MULTI PURPCSE " KENAF" PLANT MAY BE | NTRODUCED | N SABAH

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- "Kenaf", a so-called wonder plant,
will be grown in Sabah on a large scale if a proposal by Yayasan Bum putera
Sabah (YBS) is inplenented.

YBS chai rman Datuk Salleh Tun Said said its cultivation could provide
opportunities for investors and boost the incone and partici pation of
Bum puteras in the agro-industry.

"I have already had sonme discussions with parties who were keen to
pronote | arge-scal e plantation of Kenaf in Sabah," he said when | aunching a
franchi se progranme under YBS here today.

Kenaf is a plant originating fromSouth Africa and according to
researches done by Japanese scientists, it can be used in a variety of
ways, including in the manufacturing of paper, textile and human food.

Sal l eh, a fornmer Sabah Chief Mnister, said Kenaf was anpong t he crops
nmenti oned by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as those that
could be introduced in the country to aggressively pronote the agricultura
sector.

Sal | eh said given Sabah's expanse of fertile land it could be turned
into a hub for the devel opnment of the agro-industry in the country and
regi on.

"YBS is in the process of identifying suitable | and for |arge-scale
Kenaf plantation projects. Once identified, | will bring this matter up
with the state governnent for consideration," he said.

He said for a start the Kota Belud district office had been asked to
find suitable land for a Kenaf-based agro-i ndustry.

The franchi se programe invol ves the acquisition of 60 percent equity
of Acacia Managenent Services Sdn Bhd by Pernodal an Bumi put era Sabah Bhd
(PBSB), the investnent arm of YBS.

Acaci a Managenent is the franchi se hol der of Snappers, an established
Austral i an-styl e seaf ood-based fast food chain

Wth the acquisition, the conpany has obtai ned Snappers franchising
rights for operation in Ml aysia, Singapore, Brunei, Indonesia, Thail and,
the Philippines and West Asia.

According to a statement from Acaci a Managenent, the conpany has two
whol | y owned Snappers outlets at the Centre Point Food Court and Damm
Point here, with two nore to be built around the Kota Kinabal u area.

More outlets woul d be set up in major towns |ike Kota Bel ud, Tuaran,
Papar and Beaufort, it said.

Snappers al so has outlets in Bangsar and at KLCC Suria in Kuala Lunpur
and Mel aka' s Mahkot a Par ade.

The conpany said it has identified a few locations for a flagship
outlet in Jalan Sultan Isnmail and outlets in Putrajaya and Kot araya
conpl ex.

It is inviting | ocal Bumiputeras to participate in the conpany's built
and transfer franchising concept under which entrepreneurs will be assisted
in the establishnent of Snappers outlets.
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