23 JUL 1999
Law Conf er ence
MJUSA AND NI GERI AN NOBEL LAUREATE TO SPEAK AT LAW CONFERENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- Fornmer deputy prine mnister Tan Sri
Musa Hitamand Nigeria's Nobel |aureate and human rights activist Wle
Soyi nka wi Il be anong the 160 speakers and paper presenters at the 12th
Commonweal t h Law Conference to be held in Petaling Jaya on Sept 13-16.

Bar Council president R R Chelvarajah said today Miusa, the forner
Uni ted Nations Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion chai rman, woul d speak on the "Harare
Decl aration” while Soyi nka would tal k on "Denocracy, Freedom and the
I ndi vi dual ".

O her prom nent speakers are Lord Whol f, England's Master of the Rolls
and pioneering civil litigation reforner, and India's Fali Nariman, a
| eadi ng advocat e who handl ed t he Bhopal case.

Chel varajah told a news conference here that Clive Nicholls, who is
currently defending former Chil ean president General Augusto Pinochet in
Engl and, and India's Attorney-General Soli Sorabjee would al so speak at the
conf erence.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d open t he
conference and was al so expected to host a dinner for the participants on
t he openi ng day.

"The prinme minister's acceptance shows the governnent's endorsenment and
cooperation to this conference which will certainly bring prestige to the
country," he said.

He said the conference woul d be one of the | argest events involving
people in the law fraternity, draw ng together nore than 1, 000 | awers,
judges, chief justices, attorneys-general and | aw ministers fromabout 30
countri es.

So far, 12 chief justices and five attorneys-general had confirned
their participation while the speakers would conprise 29 fromthe United
Ki ngdom Australia (nine), India, Sri Lanka and Bangl adesh (14 each),

Carri bbean | sl ands (nine), Singapore (18), Canada (six), Africa (16) and
Mal aysi a (40).

Anong the Mal aysi an speakers is Menber of Parlianent and wel | -known
crimnal | awer Karpal Singh who will speak on the "Death Penal ty".

Asked whether the events in the country in the past six nonths had
af fected the nunber of foreign participants, Chelvarajah said they did
recei ve queries fromoverseas | aw associ ati ons.

"There were a lot of clips on street denpnstrations here going
wor | dwi de. But we have assured themthat there are no street riots now and
KL is a safe place to visit," he said.

Al t hough there are no specific topics on the Mal aysian | aw during the
conference, Chelvarajah said it could be brought up during discussions on
| aw i n general

Anong topics to be discussed are environnent, human rights, A DS and
the I aw, corporate governance and | egal profession in the 21st century.

Besi des that, there would al so be satellite neetings, including the
Conmmonweal t h Chi ef Justices' neeting, Conmonweal th Law Ref or m Agenci es
meeti ng and Young Lawyers Associ ati on neeti ng.

Mal aysian is the third Asian country, after India and Hong Kong, to
host the event.
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