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Senat or s
MUSA MOHAMAD AND HAM D OTHVAN BECOVE SENATORS TO TAKE UP M NI STERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Misa Mhamad, who was naned
t he new Education M nister and Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hami d O hman, the
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent, were today sworn in as nenbers
of the Senate.

They took their oath of office before Senate Deputy President Datuk
M chael Chen Wng Sum here.

Their appoi ntment as senators, each for a three-year termeffective
| ast Saturday, was to pave way for their appointnent to the new Federa
Cabi net announced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad | ast
Fri day.

Musa, 56, the forner vice-chancellor of Universiti Sains Ml aysia did
not contest in last nonth's general election and was the first
non-politician to be appointed Education M nister.

The senatorshi p woul d enabl e Abdul Ham d, who lost in the Nov 29
election in the Sik parlianentary constituency, to be reappointed to the
post he held in the | ast Cabinet.

When approached by reporters |ater, Misa said he reckoned that his
appoi ntmrent was ained at re-injecting professionalismin the nmnistry and
goi ng back to the rudi nents of education.

Asked whether his mnistership was nmeant to neutralise a mnistry that
was a seemngly politicised institution, he said:" | don't think my
appointrment is to neutralise anyone...| take it that the purpose is to
re-incul cate professionalismin the mnistry and re-enphasi sing the
fundanment al s of education.”

He is scheduled to take his oath of office before the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah tonorrow and start work on
Wednesday.

Musa said his first task would be to anal yse prevailing problens and go
about resolving themspeedily, |ooking at education in total and taking
into account the conmunity factor before contenplating reforms and draw ng
up strategies for the new mllennium

Asked whet her, as Education Mnister, he would try to change the
m ndset of students perceivedly anti-government, Misa said that obviously
his job was not to silence this group but to make such students aware of
thei r uppernost m ssion.

"If there is indeed this problem (of anti-government students)
naturally we'll have to draw up specific strategies so that they put first
the original purpose of them being undergraduates besides getting famliar
with aspects of nationhood," he said.

Musa assured students that he woul d all ow them freedom of expression
but would not tolerate violence as a way of voicing their grouses.

When asked about his plans for political affiliation, Misa said he had
not given it a thought yet.

"My present plan is to acconplish sonething neani ngful during the three
years of ny term We'Il|l see what happens after that," he said.

Al so speaking to reporters after being sworn in, Abdul Hamid admittedly
said he would face an uphill task in convincing the nation about the
rel evance of the governnent cause on |slamand Mislins advancenent in the
light of attenpts by PAS to negate such efforts through nisinformtion and
di stortions.

"We' Il have to counter PAS influence by way of opening the ninds of



t he younger people carried away by the opposition party's pre-occupation
wi th pronoting only Fardhu Ain (religious obligations) and di sregardi ng
i ssues of state and governance,” he said.

According to him PAS nade no nention of offering alternative systens
for the econony, education and devel opnent but "only raised i ssues about
heaven and hell and intim dating people".

Abdul Hami d said Umo too would have to correct the perceptions on such
i ssues, especially the sensitive ones.

Asked whether Umo would try to outdo PAS in fighting for the Islamc
cause, Abdul Hamid said this task was a conmon responsibility.

"But Umo has already proven its capabilities in this regard,” he
added.
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