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MJUSA W LLI NG TO HELP BN PROVI DED MOTI VE NOT M SUNDERSTOOD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernama) -- Former deputy prine mnister Tan Sri
Miusa Hitamsaid he is willing to help in the Barisan Nasi onal canpai gning
for the com ng general election provided his intention is not
m sunder st ood.

H s offer should not be msinterpreted as an attenpt to nmake a
political coneback, said Misa who has been in the politically inactive for
t he past decade

"Everytinme there's an election after | retire, | nake it a point to
wal k at least with the BN candidate in Johor in ny old constituency at
| east to show ny support,"” he said.

Musa, also a forner Umo deputy president, told reporters this when
approached on the matter after opening a seminar on the civil service in
the newmllenniumat the University of Ml aya here.

"I would do everything if necessary but | don't want it to be to such
an extent that I'minterpreted as nmaki ng a coneback or trying to make a
conmeback. That's one thing |'mvery careful about," he said.

Musa, who no |longer held any party post, was al so asked about Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah's appoi nt ment as Kel antan Umo |iai son chi ef.

Musa descri bed the appoi ntnent by Prime M nister and Umo presi dent
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad as "very appropriate”.

Dr Mahathir headed the state Umo |iaison committee prior to that.

"The reason firstly is that he (Razaleigh) is very experienced in Umo
politics overall and secondly, is that he is not only experienced in
Kel antan but also influential in the state,” Misa said.

As for Kelantan, the rel evance of the influence of the palace in state
politics should not be discounted, Misa said.

Tengku Razal ei gh, he said, could spearhead Umo efforts to west
control of the state government from PAS

Umo was unseated in Kelantan since the 1990 general el ection.

"Whet her or not Umo regains Kelantan, it's hard for ne to say, but the
appointnment will stabilise,if not reinforce, Kelantan Umo," Misa said.

To anot her question, Misa, who is an adjunct professor with the
Uni versity of Ml aya, advised Umo that as it set out to endear university
students with its cause, the party should include the acadenic staff as
wel | .

"We need to cone face to face and interact with the canmpus conmunity,
be they students or lecturers.. the institutions have | ong been negl ected
and margi nali sed... but because of the w de-rangi ng i npact of politica
devel opnents of late, even the | eaders are beconi ng aware of such need," he
sai d.

Umo shoul d not be shamed of confronting students or the academ c staff
when updating themwith political issues, he said.

"I"msure once the university knows that the governnent is not agai nst
students educating thenselves, |'msure it is capable of allow ng sone
flexibility intrying to inplenment this attitude of the governnent," Misa
added.

- - BERNAMA

MNY RYN



	MUSA WILLING TO HELP BN PROVIDED MOTIVE NOT MISUNDERSTOOD (Bernama 23/06/1999)

