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Mahat hi r - Doct or s
MJUSLI M DOCTORS SHARE SAME RESPONSI BI LI TY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Muslimdoctors and medi cal specialists serving a multi-racial
society like Malaysia's bear the same responsibilty to treat both Muslim
and non- Musl i mnmenbers of the comunity.

"What is inportant is that they display Islamc virtues in their
practice.Only then the non-Muslins will respect Islam"™ he said
i naugurating the Associ ati on of Ml aysi an Miuslim Speci ali st Doctors here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir, hinself a nmedical doctor, said Mislimdoctors and
speci al i sts should not concentrate only | ooking after the health of Mislins
because the | arger nunber of non-Mislimdoctors and specialists that the
country has al so treat Muslins.

The prime mnister enphasised that Muslimdoctors shoul d expl ore and
master new fields in nedicine saying that nodern nedicine itself was in
fact based on studies by Muslimphysicians during the glorious early days
of Islam

However, said Dr Mahathir, what was saddeni ng was that Muslins did not
carry this tradition of nmedical research and instead left it to the
non- Muslinms to pursue and with greater sophistication at that.

"I'n the past it was the non-Mislins who | earned fromthe Mislins, now
it is the opposite, the Muslinms |learning fromnon-Mislinms, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said mastery of medi cal discoveries and i nnovations
resulting fromnew studi es was necessary in |ooking after the health of
Musl i ns.

He said nost of the later discoveries also seened to run contrary to
Islamand it was up to the Muslins thensel ves to make a deci sion on this.

"Medi cal experts and religious scholars will have to cooperate on this
to help the experts on religion not well-versed in those nedical
di scoveries," he said.

The prime mnister said a doctor's work conmes under the "fardhu
ki fayah' (social obligation) that Islamrequires Mislins to performand as
such the Muslimsociety should appreciate the need for nore anong themto
take up the nedical profession

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms were in fact just as capable in mastering
medi ci ne but many chose ot her disciplines which could bring speedier and
nmore lucrative returns conpared to the difficult and tinme-consuni ng nedi cal
trai ni ng.

"If there's no one in the comunity to |look after health matters, we're
not neeting one of the requirenents of fardhu kifayah.

"That's why we need nore to beconme doctors and nedical specialists so
as not to sin by failing to discharge this obligation,”" Dr Mahathir added
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