06 JAN 1999
Mahat hi r - Fast i ng
MJUSLI M5 ABLE TO DI SCHARGE RELI G QUS OBLI GATI ONS DESPI TE SLOADOMN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 6 (Bernamm) -- Muslins in Malaysia are able to
discharge their religious obligations effectively and in peace despite the
short com ngs of economic recession, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad sai d today

Mal aysi ans were able to celebrate Hari Raya |i ke as usual w thout nuch
of a problemunlike in other countries faced with econom c probl enms, he
sai d.

Charitable activities |ike the giving of donations and Hari Raya gifts
were continuing and Mal aysi ans were willing to nake donations to welfare
bodi es despite the country facing economni c probl ens, he said.

"We should be grateful to God that though the country is facing
econom c problens it is not as bad as in some other countries where there
are no | onger any donors," he said when handi ng over school aid and Hari
Raya gifts to orphans fromthe Federal Territory at the Tabung Haji
Bui | di ng here.

"Despite facing econom c pressures and bei ng attacked by currency
traders, Mal aysia appears as though it is not facing any economnic
sl owdown, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this was because the Ml aysi an popul ati on was
mul ti-racial and was not in the habit of resorting to wild action despite
t he econom ¢ downt urn.

Peopl e were goi ng about without any rioting or fighting anong
t hensel ves and i nstead were living in peace and harnony.

He said if there was rioting it would be difficult for people to earn
their living and it would al so affect buying and selling and nake t he
situation even worse

"This shows the utnost inportance of not resorting to wild action
during the econonic crisis," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the situation was under control in Ml aysia and there
was cooperation anong the people thus enabling the econony to recover and
the econony woul d further inprove if there was continued peace.

He was al so grateful that the reformasi activities of a small section
of the poeple were not taking place during Ranmadan.

The Prime M nister said certain groups were using rioters purportedly
to chanpi on human rights but in fact the actual human right was the right
to live in peace and harnony.

"What is the use if the magjority of the people are not able to live
their lives in peace? Certain groups try to get the support of others to
pursue wild action," he said.

He hoped school children in need of help would realise how fortunate
they were as there were Mal aysians willing to donate towards their cause

Dr Mahat hir hoped Mal aysi ans woul d continue to be generous and retain
their other virtues.

"I't is hoped the orphans will set an exanple when they grow up and al so
donate to others and not forget that they had once received such help," he
added.

The aid totalling RMLOO, 000, being donations fromindividuals and
conpani es, was distributed anong 381 orphans fromthe Federal Territory.

Each child received RMBO as Hari Raya gift and RMLOO to RML40 in school
ai d.

The Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, M nister



inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman and the
President of the Islamc O phans Wl fare Associ ati on of Federal Territory,
Dat uk Ahnad Razali Mohd Ali were anobng the dignitaries present.
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