05 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah (I sl am
MUSLI M5 | N SABAH TOLD TO BE UNI TED TO REMAI N STRONG

KOTA KI NABALU, March 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today warned Muslins in Sabah to be wary of certain groups
which claimto struggle for Islambut are actually disrupting their unity.

"I n Sabah, Muslinms account for only 30 per cent (of the population)...
and we nust maintain the unity anong us," he said at a neeting with the
state's religious teachers and i mans here.

Dr Mahathir said contrary to their clainms that were struggling for
I slam these groups were only seeking personal gains to the extent of
weakeni ng the position of Mislins.

"Don't believe these people nerely because they are el oquent speakers
and intepret verses fromthe Quran

"As a minority group (in Sabah) we nmust be united as this is what
strengt hens our position," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms in Malaysia should act as a rol e nodel for
ot her countries to prove that there could be proper adm nistration based on
the teachings of the religion.

"Wth the support and cooperation of followers of other religions, we
can forma good governnent," he said.

The Prime Mnister said Malaysia, with a 60 per cent Mislim popul ati on,
had shown its maturity by setting up the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent
and governing the country in a fair and proper manner with the cooperation
of all comunities.

Muslinms in the country should not enul ate countries with a Muslim
majority that fail to manage t hensel ves properly due to admnistrative
weaknesses.

"We find that even in countries with 100 per cent Mislim popul ation
there is enmty anong thenselves resulting in children and the elderly be
killed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said such countries gave Islama bad i nage and cause
non-Muslins to | ose confidence in them

"We nust prove our religion is good by not oppressing other
conmuni ti es," he said.

Dr Mahathir also regretted that many Muslim countries which ought to be
maj or economic powers fromtheir oil sales had i nstead "becone poor" due to
disunity and their leaders' inability to adm nistrate properly and nmanage
the country's weal th.

As a result of such weakness, the price of crude oil fell from US$40 a
barrel at one tine to US$9 fol | owi ng over production.

These countries could have easily raised the price again by reducing
output but it did not happen because they were not united and sone had
cheated by continuing to produce nore, said Dr Mahathir.

"I's this part of Islanmic teachings...Mislins nmaking a fool of
t hensel ves?" he sai d.

Dr Mahathir called on imans and Islam c missionaries at the neeting to
di scharge their duties nore effectively to ensure the continued growth of
the religion in the state.

"Make sure that our actions are proper and acceptable...to ensure that
Islamand its followers are fair to non-Muslins," he said
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