06 MAR 1999
Sabah-Pai ri n
MYy TOP PRIOCRITY TO WN ELECTI ON, SAYS PAIRI N

SANDAKAN, March 6 (Bernama) -- PBS president Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kiti ngan said he was nore concern to winning the state election with a
two-thirds nmajority than to dwell on whether the party would be readnitted
into the Barisan Nasional (BN

He said BN | eaders had nmade conflicting statements over the acceptance
of his party into the governing coalition.

" Sonetinmes, they say PBS is welconed to join BN while others say it
has to wait," he told reporters after a neet-the-peopl e session, here.

The fornmer chief mnister pointed out that the PBS had said many tines
that there is nothing in the lawto say that a political party in Ml aysia
must be a conponent of the ruling BN

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said i n Papar yesterday
that the BN had closed its doors for PBSto return to the coalition as "

t hey have stabbed us on the back by pulling out fromthe coalition at the
el eventh hour to join the opposition in the 1990 general election."

Pairin, who is regarded by the Kadazandusuns as the Paranmount Chief
(Huguan Siou), said PBS wanted a two-thirds nmajority in next week's
election to forma strong and stabl e government.

" W don't want a neither here nor there situation as it will affect
the political stability in Sabah," he said.

The BN, PBS and Bersekutu is fielding candidates in all the 48 seats.

Polling will be held on Friday and Saturday.
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