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By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

VI CTORI A FALLS (Zi nbabwe) Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said today his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed
Ali is recovering froma torn liganent in her right shoul der.

"She's recovering now...she needs to rest her armfor a long time," he
told Mal aysian journalists after taking a cruise along the Zanbezi river
together with other African | eaders attending the 3rd Southern Africa
I nternational Dialogue (SAID'99), here.

"Otherwi se, she's all right. | rang her up just now, " he aded.

Dr Mahathir said doctors had told her that it might take up to three
nmont hs for the armto regain nobility.

"The trouble with her was that when she first tore her muscle, she did
not get proper treatnent. And she was shaki ng hands w th thousands of
peopl e while foll owi ng behind ne," he said.

Dr Siti Hasnmah did not acconpany her husband on his just-concl uded
trips to New York and London.

In dismssing runmours that Dr Siti Hasmah had suffered a stroke, Dr
Mahat hir said he was puzzl ed why people would still want to believe such a
mal i ci ous runour.

"I't's like the foreign corespondent that tells us our country is going
to expl ode or beconme bankrupt. However, this does not happen. But when he
wites once again, people believe him

"l don't understand why people want to believe people who tell

lies....such as that I went to Mecca but couldn't performthe haj," he
sai d.

Asked about the general election, Dr Mahathir said in a |ight vein:
"While | amhere, there wont't be any election. | will be going to Durban

for the Commonweal th Heads of Government Meeting, we will be hosting the
World Cup Golf, hosting Formmula 1, so you can wite off all those things.

"The press has becone smart now, they can cal cul ate when are the school
hol i days, when it is a Saturday, (Hari Raya) Puasa, Chinese New Year... you
calcul ate-1ah and then tell me. Then we hold the election.”
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