18 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Candi dat es
30 PER CENT OF BN CANDI DATES TO BE NEW FACES

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- At |least 30 per cent of the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) candidates in the Nov 29 general election will be new faces
including former Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46 (S46) nenbers who have rej oi ned
Umo, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

He said that the main criteria in the selection of candi dates were
their capability in winning the seats to be contested and their undivided
loyalty to the party.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, told local editors at his office here
that every time an el ecti on approaches, he would definitely face problemin
maki ng a final decision on the |ist of candidates but this tinme, the burden
was not as heavy as that he had faced in the previous el ections.

He said that in the previous el ections, he had nmade the decision al one
but this time, for the list of Umo candi dates, he was assisted by the
party's vice presidents and the secretary-general

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the Iist of the Umo
candi dat es woul d be announced tonorr ow.

He said that anong the problens he faced in introducing new faces were
that incunbents were not happy at being replaced or dropped and as such he
had to di sappoint those interested in beconm ng candi dates.

"One way or the other, problens will arise...if not dropped, others
wi Il not have the chance to becone candi dates.

"How are we to increase the nunber of candidates from anong the Ummo
Yout h and Wanita Umo because the candidates fromthe Youth and Wanita,
when they becone ol der, refuse to step down," he said.

Asked whet her those who were close to Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwhen he
was deputy prime mnister have a chance to becone candi dates, the prine
m ni ster said that Umo does not discrinnate against themjust because
t hey had been close to Anwar.

"Havi ng been cl ose or cooperative with Datuk Seri Anwar is not a
criterion in the selection of candidates. Previously, even though they were
close to Datuk Seri Anwar, they were loyal to the party. If they have been
sincere and loyal to the party, they will be selected as candidates,” he
sai d.

Repl ying to another question, Dr Mahathir said that the new faces to be
fielded included nenbers of the now defunct S46 who had pl edged loyalty to
umo.

The prime mnister al so expressed confidence that the BN would win in
the three states -- Kedah, Terengganu and Perlis -- which PAS stated the
opposition party would capture in the general election

"We are not denying that we are facing problens in the three states. W
faced the same problens in the previous elections but the results were
different fromwhat had been predicted by anal ysts," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he regarded the 1990 general election as nore
chal l enging for the BN conpared to this election for various reasons.

He said that even though there was a political crisis follow ng the
sacki ng of Anwar and PAS influence was said to be increasingly stronger
not one Umo | eader with calibre fromthe Supreme Council had left the
party as what had happened in the 1990 general election

"Al so, before the 1990 general election, sone 85,000 Umo nenbers |eft
the party but it did not happen this tinme," he said.

The prime mnister also said that due to the BN s success in uniting



parties representing various races and interests, the concept had now been
adopted by the opposition parties which had formed a coalition as a
strategy to win the com ng general election

"This strategy has allowed PAS to cooperate with the DAP even though it
was only to pl ease thensel ves," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed confidence that the El ecti on Comm ssion (EC)
woul d conduct this general election as snmootly as they did in the previous
el ections even though for the first tinme, polling would be held in one day
i n Sabah and Sarawak conpared to two days previously.

He said that this showed the inprovenents in conmunications and
facilities enjoyed by the people, especially the road network in the two
st ates.

Repl ying to another question, he said that in future, the election
process woul d be nore sophisticated and efficient with the usage of
i nformati on technol ogy rapidly devel oped in the country.

"Maybe, we can vote by just pressing the button, God willing," he said.
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