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M SI A STEADFAST | N PROMOTI NG SOUTH SOUTH COOPERATI ON

By: Abdul Miin Mjid

VI CTORI A FALLS (Zi nbabwe), Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's commtnent to
t he Sout h- Sout h cooperation was again on display during the Third Southern
Africa International Dial ogue (SAID 99) which concluded here, recently.

Al though itself emerging fromits worst econom c and financial crisis,
Mal aysia in all earnestness shared its ups and downs in nation-buil ding
with African | eaders who took part in the Cct 3-6 gathering hosted by
Presi dent Robert Migabe.

Declining prices of coomodities, war, poverty, heavy debt burden,

i nflation, high unenploynent rate, red tape and the H V/ AIDS scourge, anobng
ot her things, are shackling the devel opnent of not a few African countries.

Wth such a long list, it is not surprising that many people are
witing off Africa, believing that the continent would not be able to catch
up with the rest of the world.

Despite hiccups in its proposed investrments in the Southern Africa
region, Malaysia is steadfast in its belief that countries in the South
shoul d band together for their nutual benefit inline with the "Snart
Part nershi p" concept, pronul gated by none other than Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Besi des Dr Mahathir, who flewinto Victoria Falls followi ng a hectic
schedul e in New York, the Ml aysi an del egati on conpri sed seni or gover nnent
officials and prom nent nmenbers of the private sector who provided inputs
in the various SAI D 99 di scussi ons.

The prime minister hinself said he took every opportunity to explain
how t he "Smart Partnership" concept was actually carried out in Ml aysia.

In essence, the concept is based on the principle that any econony is
an integral whole with the general infrastruture, business process and
social responsibilities all supporting each other

Apart from Dr Mahathir, who was the sole Asian | eader present in
Victoria Falls, SAID 99 saw the participation of |eaders and
representatives of the 14 nenber countries of the Southern Africa
Devel opnent Community (SADC) as well as CGhana, Kenya and Uganda.

SADC, which has a total population of 194 nillion people, groups
Angol a, Bot swana, Congo, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mbzanbi que, Nam bia
Seychel l es, South Africa, Swazil and, Tanzani a, Zanbi a and Zi nbabwe.

Under huge white marquees erected on the grounds of the Elephant Hills
Intercontinental Hotel, the participants traded i deas and opi ni ons on
various issues ranging fromhow to nove African econonies forward in this
era of globalisation to econom ¢ enmpower nent of the African people.

The thenme of this year's SAID, "Econom c Enpowernent Through Snart
Partnershi p", reflected the aspiration of stopping the marginalisation of
Africans in the econom c sector to enable themto play a nore active role
in the devel opnent of their respective countries.

Dr Mahat hir provided sone insight on how Mal aysi a went about
implenmenting its own affirmative action programme, the New Econom ¢ Policy,
after the realisation that the indigenous people were not getting a fair
share of the wealth a decade i nto i ndependence

I ndeed, the clear nessage from SAID 99 was t hat econoni ¢ enpower nent
woul d require the creation of an enabling environnent in order to reduce
poverty and to inprove the standard of living of the people.

According to G deon Gono, managi ng director and chief executive of the
Conmrer ci al Bank of Zi nbabwe Ltd, one inportant area that needed attention



was educati on.

While calling on the SADC to harnoni se standards of professional,
vocational and technical training, he suggested that students be sent for
vocational and technical skills devel opnment at the regional |evel as a
del i berate strategy of economni c devel opnent.

He added that the SADC region -- with a gross national product (G\P) of
US$185 billion in 1997, representing about 57 per cent of the entire GNP of
Sub- Saharan Africa -- held the greatest potential to drive the economc
fortunes of Africa.

In his keynote address, Migabe urged the SADC to establish econom c
devel oprent corridors to attract investnent while tourismwas identified as
one of the areas which could be jointly exploited in the region.

Concern over the actions of currency specul ators was al so heard at
Victoria Falls, with Migabe sayi ng that no econom ¢ enpowernent initiatives
could thrive under the threat of unregul ated currency trading.

The Zi nbabwean | eader said the experiences of both Asia's and Sout hern
and Eastern Africa's worst financial crisis in the last two years, spawned
by currency specul ators and hedge funds, had al erted devel opi ng or energing
mar kets "to the danger of exposing our markets and financial systens".

"W now denmand serious reformto the global financial systemin order
to stop or regulate currency trading," he added.

CGhanai an President Jerry Rawlings said the extraordi nary marshal |l ing of
national resolve and commitnent by Mal aysia to overcone form dabl e odds
shoul d be instructive for African countries as they strived to survive the
commodity price slunp.

The SAID 2000 will be held in Mzanbi que.

- - BERNAMA

MAM RM



	M'SIA STEADFAST IN PROMOTING SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION (Bernama 16/10/1999)

