13 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Mal ay
NATI ON' S PROGRESS DUE TO EFFI Cl ENT ADM NI STRATI ON

SHAH ALAM May 13 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia's devel opnent and progress so
far is due to it having a governnent which is efficient in admnistering
and managi ng the country, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

He said a country could not achi eve success and devel opnent just by
gai ni ng i ndependence, instead it depended upon the efficiency of the
gover nnent .

"Do not think that progess and devel opnent will cone just because we
have achi eved i ndependence. It will not happen if it is not planned and
i npl enented by an efficient governnment,"” he said in opening the RV5
mllion 10-storey Sel angor Umo buil ding in Jal an Persiaran Perbandaran
her e today.

Dr Mahathir expressed regret that of |late certain quarters had been out
to not only deny the contributions of Umo as the backbone of the
governnent in bringing progress to the country and the Mal ays but al so
attenpt to change the Malay culture of being thankful to one of hate and
frombei ng courteous to being rude and vul gar.

"It is very sad indeed that there are attenpts by Ml ays thensel ves to
deny the contributions made by Umo to the Mal ays and the attenpt to nmake
the Mal ays no | onger grateful and thankful.

"This group is saying that it is enough to be grateful to God only and
that the Mal ays did not owe Umo anyt hi ng.

"It is nore sad to see that when a governnent built nosque is
conpl eted, they conme to denigrate those who hel ped build the nosque and run
down the governnent and the party,"” said Dr Mahathir.

He said the group's actions were not |led by Islanic principles but by
the greed for power.

He said the group itself had enjoyed governnent benefits but it had not
been grateful and thankful and even went to the extent of sow ng hatred
anong children in kindergartens and students in schools and universities
agai nst the governnent and its | eaders.

"They give pictures of certain people to be tranpled on by children in
ki ndergartens. In schools and universities, they instigate students so nuch
so children of Umo nenbers think the struggles of their parents in Umo
are w ong.

"To these children, whatever done by their parents were not sufficient
and sone even questioned if the food served at home is halal or otherw se,"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said these were done by the group in the hope that when the
children grew up they woul d reject Umo which had contributed much for them
and to support another party which clainmed to uphold Islanic principles.

"I amsad that those well versed in |Islamhave kept quiet, as though
t he usage of obscene and vul gar | anguage by Mislins is condoned," he said.

He said Mal ays, particularly Umo nenbers, need to counter such
activities or else Malay children so influenced would not only reject Umo
but al so no | onger respect their parents.

"Mal ay society will then be disunited and left in a lurch," he said.

He said all Umo nenmbers need to contain and to counter such
activities.

Dr Mahathir later told a press conference that there had been many
changes in the traits of the Ml ays.



"In the past, they did not wite anything obscene but now they not only
wite thembut were also told to use obscene words as though it is all owed
inlslam™" he said.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said the proudly standing Umo buildings in
each state and district should be seen by Umo nmenbers as a reflection of
the party's successes.
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