30/ 08/ 1999
Nati onal Day cel ebrations nark “victory over economc crisis'

Chok Suat Ling; Azrani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - This year's National Day celebrations will not only
mar k the country's independence 42 years ago but also its "victory" over
the economi c crisis, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said.

Before a large crowd attendi ng the col ourful Bangsar Youth Carnival and
Parade tonight, the Prime Mnister said econom c pressures had gripped the
country over the past year and had taken their toll on businesses and the
lives of the people.

But the country had successfully weathered the storm Therefore, he
said, the country "had the right" to celebrate this success.

Dr Mahathir said: "This year we celebrate not only our 42 years of
i ndependence, but al so our victory over the (econonic) pressures which
forced many people to go bankrupt and created problens for the banks and
Gover nnent . "

The Prime Mnister said Bank Negara's announcenent that the econony had
recorded a 4.1 per cent growh in the second quarter of this year was a
testanent to the people's resilience.

"W are out of the recession," he declared, to the huge appl ause of the
crowd, adding that this was the result of country's own efforts and
nmet hods.

"I amconvinced that in the third and fourth quarters, we will be able
to achi eve economic growh |ike before."

Dr Mahathir paid tribute to the people who had proven the ability of a
mul ti-racial society to live together in peace and prosperity.

He al so called on Mal aysians to forge ahead to strengthen the econony.

"When the economy grows, we will all enjoy a good life," he said.

It was a carnival in the truest sense of the word where thousands turned
up to witness a colourful event organised by the Youth and Sports
M nistry.

It was held in conjunction with National Day and was an exuber ant

tribute to the nation's young, seeking at the sanme time to instil in them
a sense of patriotism
Organi sing committee chai rman Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said it was

the first ever youth festival organised in conjunction with National Day.

She sai d Bangsar was chosen as it was one of the areas which were
pat roni sed by yout hs.

"It is also the heart of Kuala Lumpur,’
MP for Lenbah Pant ai .

Thirty-eight contingents fromvarious organi sati ons and conpani es
participated in a spectacul ar parade, which took the nornmally bustling
Bangsar atnobsphere to an evening of gaiety and colour. A fireworks display
| ater added to the fun.

Bangsar, already crowded on ordinary days, swamin a sea of people from
all walks of life - the young, the young-at-heart, the aged.

Attracted to the promi se of a day chock-full of good, clean fun and
bright lights, the public had turned up in droves since the norning to
either participate in the contests and quizzes or look at their favourite
nmusi ci ans.

Guests included Sea Ganes gold nedal lists and record-setting yachtsman
Dat uk Azhar Mansor

The event was supported by Bangsar residents' associations, the Federa
Territory Youth and Sports Departnent, Bangsar Business Council and Jal an

said Shahrizat, who is also the
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