01/ 09/ 1999

2,500 gat her for National Holy Thirunurai Festival

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Sone 2,500 Hi ndus gathered in Serenban for the
Nati onal Holy Thirunurai Festival organi sed by t he Mal aysi a H ndu Sangam
| ast weekend.

In a statenent, the Sangamsaid two nmenbers were conferred the "Thondar
Marmani " awar d, which was the organi sation's hi ghest.

It said S. Senat hi araj ah of Johor Baru and R T. Moorty of Kual a Lunpur
wer e honoured i n recognition of their | ong and dedi cated service to the
communi ty.

Its president A Vaithilingam in his closing speech at the festival,
appeal ed to the I ndian community to unite in viewof the com ng general
el ection.

He al so expressed di sappoi ntment with t he Gui deli nes for Buil di ng of
Pl aces of Worship for Non-Mislins issued by the Housing and Local
Government in Septenber |ast year.

The Sangamsaid it had joi ned the Mal aysi an Consul tati ve Council on
Buddhi sm Christianity, H ndui smand Si khi smto reject the guidelines and
woul d send a nenorandumto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
this week.

It al so said the Sangam had been organi sing religious training
programes focusing on Thirumurai recital.

"During the past 22 years of the inplenentation of the programe, the
Sangam has been successful in training nore than 100, 000 chil dren and
yout hs on the val ues and virtues of the Holy Thirunurai."
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