05/ 09/ 1999

"Villagers need nore knowl edge on health care

BENTONG, Sat. - People living in rural areas nmust be given nore exposure
to health care as this still rates very lowin their |ives as opposed to
those in urban areas.

Ment eri Besar Datuk Adnan Yaakob said it was inportant for villagers to
have know edge on health care as it would enable themto take precautions
to avoid serious illness.

"Most of the people in rural areas are not aware that prevention is
better than cure, they only go to the hospital whenever they get sick.

"I't would be better for the villagers to visit the hospital at |east
once in every one or two nmonths and get their sugar, cholesterol and bl ood
checked, " he said.

Adnan said this after |aunching the Tel enedicine and Prevention of Heart
Di sease Programe which connects the Pelangai district here on line via
Internet to Institut Jantung Negara in Kual a Lunpur

The programe is organi sed by Prosakti Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of The New
Straits Tines Press (M Bhd.

This is the first such programe invol ving Prosakti and the people in
rural areas.

"The Tel enedi ci ne programe i s one of the nost effective ways which can
hel p create awareness and expose villagers to the inportance of health
care.

"Furthernore, this programme al so enables villagers to get an insight
i nt o nedi cal advancenent in the country.”

Adnan, who is also State Assenbl ynan for Pelangai, said with the
programre villagers did not have to travel to the hospital.

"In the future, Tel enedicine wuld be available in every house and
village simlar to radio and tel evision.

"The cost of setting up the Tel enedicine facility m ght be high now but
when the demand is high the cost can be reduced, thus enabling everyone to
have access to this service," he said.

Adnan al so added that the programme was in line with Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s vi sion.

Meanwhi | e, Prosakti's managing director Dr Azi mah Pilus said the ai mof
the programe was to give nedical service to people, especially those in
rural areas.

"The programe woul d help the villagers to be aware of the inportance of
health care. They too would be able to benefit fromthe current nedical
advancerent . "

"At this stage, the Tel enedi ci ne service only concentrates on certain
ill nesses such as di abetes and high bl ood pressure,” Dr Azi mah said.

To access the Tel enedi ci ne service people have to pay only RW5 to
Prosakti conpared to RMBO at other centres.
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