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Need to intensify research into and tap Sabah's ecosystem

Joseph Bi ngkasan
THE donestic flights in Sabah nust have inspired many a beautiful prose.

There is sonethi ng about the view bel ow. Like those archi ng nount ai ns,
each cresting above the other, a green carpet of forest and the rivers.

Everything that can be seen seens so intinmate and beautiful.

This is a treasure - tropical forest, agriculture, fisheries and eco-
tourismin one.

What do you do with this asset? O course, it does not take a think-tank
to di scover the potential

But the State Governnent's think-tank, Institute for Devel opnent Studies
(IDS), has over the years, conducted studies, organised sem nars and
wor kshops on and about the tropical ecosystem

The |l atest effort is a menorandum of understanding with Universiti
Mal aysi a Sabah for a study of non-tinber forest products and to strengthen
research coll aboration with local institutions of higher |earning.

I DS chai rman Dat uk Masi di Manjun said the MoU synbolised the snart
partnershi p between two organisations to undertake joint research
activities towards sustainable developnent in the State and the country.

State Tourism Devel opnent, Sci ence and Technol ogy M ni ster Datuk Chong
Kah Kiat said being rich in biodiversity, the State's tropical ecosystem
was uni que.

So unique that it nmerits careful conservation efforts and quality
nmanagenent .

To explore this issue, a two-day sem nar was held i n Kota Kinabal u
recently.

The objectives were:

* to pronote application of research findings in tropical ecosystem
conservation and community devel opnent efforts;

* to pronpote the utilisation of tropical resources and innovative
research in the use of |ocal resources to produce advanced nateri al
products; and,

* to review the inpact of resources comercialisation on the tropica
envi ronnent.

It al so focused on how research could hel p optimse use of the State's
tropi cal resources w thout dimnishing them

Chong said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had | ast year
enphasi sed the need for the country to step up efforts to inprove
Mal aysi a's own technol ogi cal and engi neering capacity.

This will hel p reduce Mal aysi a's dependence on technol ogi es i nported
fromother countries, as the royalties paid yearly for the use of such
t echnol ogi es are high.

"W Mal aysi ans have the capacity and capability to devel op our own
t echnol ogi es, " Chong sai d.

Chong al so said that |ast year Dr Mahathir issued a challenge to the
Mal aysi an scientific conmunity to produce a Nobel Laureate by the year
2020.

"Sabah's rich tropical ecosystem presents enornous research
opportunities for the potential Nobel Laureate."

He said the sem nar coul d be devel oped further into a gathering of
researchers and scientists that could become a reservoir for nom nations
for the Nobel Prize.

Sabah has traditionally depended on the forest sector to support the



State's econoni c grow h.

In the past two decades, tinber revenue contributed nore than 50 per
cent of the State's gross donestic product.

However, this contribution can no | onger be sustained due to the
di mi ni shing supply of the State's forest resources for tinber production.

In response, the Governnent made an inportant decision by adopting a
system of sustainable forest managenment for conmercial forest production
i n Sabah.

Under this system Sabah's forest resources, renowned for their rich
bi odi versity of flora and fauna, are given protection, for instance, from
destructive | oggi ng practi ces.

Chong sai d the Governnent recogni sed that non-sustai nabl e | oggi ng
activities would not only cause serious environnental degradation but al so
threaten the wide array of services and benefits provided by the tropica
forest ecosystem

Sabah's rich and varied ecosystemoffers resources for nultiple use with
the potential to benefit both the State econony, the |ocal conmunity and
manki nd i n general

For instance, non-tinber forest products cannot only provide food,
shelter, and other materials for basic hunman needs and consunpti on but
al so serve as material for pharnmaceutical products.

Chong sai d Sabah's varied and wonderful ecosystem conprising a range of
habitats and | andscapes al so provided the foundation for the State's
tourismindustry.

Anot her aspect of the tropical ecosystemis the crops and tree
commodi ties such as oil palm cocoa and rubber. "Wiile we recogni se the
potential use of tropical resources, it is inportant to ensure that the
nat ural ecosystemis adequately protected and conserved."

He said the creation of the State Environnmental Conservation Departnent
was a clear indication of the Governnment's conmitnent to the protection
and conservation of natural resources and enhancenent of the environnent.

Al'l said and done, research and devel opment efforts on the tropica
ecosystemin Sabah need to be further intensified to assist the State
achi eve its devel opnment goal s.

Sabah can emerge as a | eading player in utilising and managi ng the
tropical resources once the State acquires the capacity and capability to
sustain its tropical resources for the need of the present as well as
future generations.
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