18 DEC 1999
Waad- Resi gnhati on
NEGERI SEMBI LAN EXCO QUI TS AM D CONTROVERSY

SEREMBAN, Dec 18 (Bernama) -- Negeri Senbilan executive councill or
Dat uk Waad Mansor, who faces corruption charges, resigned today in a nove
to defuse the controversy over his appointnent.

He was appointed to the post six days ago followi ng his re-election as
the Genencheh assenbl yman in the Nov 29 general el ection.

"In the interest of the party and the state, | amhappy to resign as an
exco nmenber with effect fromtoday," he told a press conference.

Waad' s appoi ntnent by Menteri Besar Tan Sri |sa Abdul Samad caused a
stir anong several state Umo | eaders who questioned the nove as he has two
corruption charges pendi ng agai nst him

He was found not guilty by the High Court here on Cct 8 | ast year on
three other charges of corrupt practice but the Attorney CGeneral's Chanbers
has filed a notice of appeal against his acquittal.

Accordi ng to newspaper reports, Isa met Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad over the controversy yesterday.

Waad, however, said he did not discuss with |sa or anyone el se about
his decision to resign which he described as a personal one.

He said he would subnmit his resignation letter to I sa today and hoped
the nenteri besar woul d accept the deci sion.

Waad cl aimed he intended to resign earlier but waited until now to see
who anong Umo | eaders were actively involved in "using the press to solve
an internal problemof the party".

Waad, 43, had to give up his exco post after he was charged in court on
five counts of corruptions on May 27 last year, and it was his
reappoi nt ment this week despite his pending corruption charges that
apparently sparked the controversy.

At a swearing-in for exco nenbers at the Istana Seri Menanti on Mnday,
Lenggeng State Assenbl ynen Datuk |Ishak Ismail, who is Serenmban Ummo
di vision chief, staged a protest agai nst Waad's appoi nt nent by wal ki ng out
of the cerenony.

On Thursday, state Wanita Umo chi ef Datuk Napsi ah Omar questioned the
appoi ntmrent and urged Waad to quit.

Yest erday, Kuala Pilah Umo division chief Datuk Abu Zahar Ujang, who
al so called for Waad's resignation, said |sa should be held responsible for
t he controversy.

Asked if he was angry with the Umo | eaders who disputed his
appoi ntmrent, Waad said: "l have served as an el ected representative for
five terns, and although | amstill young at 43, | feel ny way of thinking
is better than that of sonme of them"™

He said he woul d not take any further action as he did not wish to
cause probl ens.

"The ones causi ng probl ens happen to be ny friends in Umo. | don't
think the way they do, | think in the interest of the party," he said.

Waad sai d those agai nst his appoi ntnment shoul d have objected using the
proper party channels instead of "using the press".

He rejected the view that |sa nade a wong deci sion by appointing him
as an exco menber.

"When | pleaded not guilty (in court), | thought I aminnocent. So when
| was offered (a candidacy in the election and an exco post) | accepted,”
he sai d.

Referred to the prine nminister's statenment that | eaders nust not only



be clean but al so seen to be clean and that those facing court actions
shoul d not be chosen as candi dates, Waad said: "That's a subjective
matter...the situation is not the same al ways."
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