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Net-Linx to i nvest RMLOOm for Asian HQ in Cyberjaya

Lokman Mansor

GERVAN- based software devel oper Net-Linx Asia Pacific Sdn Bhd will invest
RMLOO million in the next four or five years to establish in Cyberjaya its
regi onal headquarters for Asia.

The investnent includes construction of an office conplex to be

compl eted by July 2001, Net-Linx president Hol mHall bauer said.

"W | ooked at several countries, including Hong Kong, Singapore,

I ndonesi a and Thail and, and deci ded to make Mal aysi a our regional hub
because t he busi ness conditions here are unparalleled," he said.

Hal | bauer was speaki ng in Cyberjaya yesterday at the signing of an
agreement between his conpany and Country Hei ghts Hol di ngs Bhd (CHHB) for
the purchase of 106 units of Cyber Heights Villas for RVB2.26 mllion.
CHHB was represented by its managing director Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew. The
cerenony was witnessed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad
The villas, costing from RN209, 000 to RMB55, 000 per unit and

i ncorporating SnartHonme technol ogy, will house Net-Linx personnel working
in the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC).

Smar t Honme technol ogy all ows the hones' lighting, air-conditioning,
security and other functions to be controlled via a | aptop conputer or

t el ephone. The units al so have conputer plug-in points to the MSC fibre-
optic backbone with voice, data and video capabilities.

"This deal reinforces our conmtment to the visionary concept of the

MSC. Its location of less than 2km from our proposed office conplex al so
fits in nicely with our future plans in the MSC," Hall bauer said.
Net - Li nx vi ce-presi dent Paul Donlan, neanwhile, said the regiona
headquarters in Ml aysia represents the final conmponent of Net-Linx's

gl obal strategy. It already has offices in Canada to serve the North
Ameri can market and another in Gernmany for the European market.

"We are inpressed with Mal aysia's strong and stabl e governnment and its
infrastructure to link us up and take our products gl obally. Ml aysian
wor kers have al so shown a capability for research and devel opnent. It did
not take us long to nake a decision,” he said.

Donl an said Malaysia's nulticultural society also presents an

opportunity for Net-Linx to devel op software in various | anguages that can
be targeted at other countries in the region.

Hal | bauer said to devel op | ocal human resources to nmeet Net-Linx's |ong-
term needs, the conpany has been in contact with three |ocal universities
on possible joint research and devel opnent (R and D) efforts.

This strategy has been enployed in Net-Linx's other regional hubs as
well. University of Alberta's departnment of conputing science chair and
Net - Li nx adviser Dr R G Goebel, who was al so present, said he is
impressed with the quality of training in Mlaysian universities.

"When we started doing research with Net-Linx, we found that there is a
very short tinmeframe between the R and D and application of findings. W
are |l ooking to do the sane in Ml aysia," he said.

In his speech, Hall bauer announced that Net-Linx will be offering three
one-year schol arships to Mal aysians to receive hands-on training at the
Uni versity of Al berta.

Net-Linx Asia Pacific is an MSC status conpany. The parent conpany in
Germany is one of the world' s fastest-grow ng suppliers of integrated
software systens for the advertising, tel econmunications, information and
di rectory-publishingindustries.



Current R and D work pursued by the conpany includes e-comrerce support
systenms and i nternationalisation efforts to acconmodat e Asi an | anguages;
renot e/ portabl e sales tools and the new Miul ti medi a Advertising Platform
system and operator and voice integrated systens.
Hal | bauer said Net-Linx has a US$100 million (US$1 = RM3. 80) share of
the world's US$50 billion software market, and expects to increase it
significantly after the conpany goes public in Germany in the next six to
18 nont hs.
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