10/ 08/ 1999

New school block a dreamcone true for fornmer HM

BANTI NG Mon. - Adreamw |l come true for the former principal of Sekol ah
Menengah Kebangsaan Met hodi st, Tel uk Dat ok, near here on Saturday when a
new bl ock at the school is opened.

The | andmark occasion, to be officiated by Educati on M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak, will see the realisation of |I. Selladurai's 12-year drive
to raise funds for the project.

He has prom nent businessman Tan Sri Must apha Kamal Abu Bakar, of the
class of 1963, to thank for the successful venture.

Najib will open the four-storey block and a nulti-purpose hall for the
1,700 students at the school. The block, to conpl enment two ot her bl ocks,
can accommodate 12 cl assroons, two science | aboratories and a surau.

Sel | adurai said plans for the new bl ock that replaces the school's old
Mer deka bl ock built in 1957 were | aid down when he becane the headmaster
in 1986.

"I presented the plans to Miustapha Kamal and he was very interested in
hel ping," he told reporters today.

He said Must apha Kanmal, who is Enkay Group of Conpani es executive
chai rman, despatched the conpany's engi neers and surveyors to the schoo
within a week.

Fund rai sing then began for the RV nillion project with the schoo
organi sing activities such as a jogathon and a charity dinner.

Sel | adurai said Mustapha Kamal agreed to match fund raising efforts
ringgit for ringgit, a challenge which spurred nassive efforts from
teachers and students.

"W al so managed to raise a substantial anmount from parents and former
pupils," he said.

However, technical problens del ayed the project and it only took off
| ast year.

"By that tinme we had collected al nost half of the noney needed,”
Sel | adurai said, adding that Mustapha Kanal agreed to top up the remai nder
for the project to proceed.

"He has been the biggest driving force in our quest to get the building
up, and we are very grateful for that. It was a great gesture from our
former student,"” he said.

Sel l adurai said the classroons are naned after several of his
school mates and fam |y nenbers as the corporate | eader wanted to remenber
the people he was with during his school days.

"The surau will be nanmed after his nother, Hasni," he said.

Sel ladurai said the block will be the third building in the school to be
officiated by a Mnister. Forner Education M nister Abdul Rahman Talib
opened the original building in 1962 with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad (who was then Deputy Prinme M nister) openi ng anot her
bl ock in 1976.

Despite Mustapha Kamal and Selladurai's efforts, the school still needs
money for the project besides furnishing the classroomns.

Headmi stress Alice George, who took over from Selladurai in April |ast
year, said the school had asked for a RWb00, 000 grant fromthe Education
M nistry.

She said the contractor, also an old boy, had agreed to be flexible on
paynments and was willing to wait for the school to raise funds.

"But the project has been an amazi ng success in terns of co-operation



bet ween the school, parents, and former pupils.

"It is nore than just a building as it also represents the spirit and
sacrifice of the people involved," she said.

CGeorge, who will be |leaving the school to beconme headni stress of Convent
Bukit Nanas in Kuala Lunmpur on Aug 17, hopes former pupils will continue
to help the school financially.

"That is why we are inviting as many old pupils as possible for the
openi ng of the new bl ock,"” she said.

Former students interested in attending the cerenobny can contact George
at 03-8761532 or 03-7762593.
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