11/ 11/ 1999

New Budget 2000 after the polls: Dr M

THE di ssolution of Parliament today means that a new federal budget for
the year 2000 will have to be tabled after the general elections, Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad says.

This is because the Budget 2000 tabl ed on Cctober 29 by First Finance

M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n has yet to be passed by the | egislature.
Speaki ng at a press conference in Putrajaya yesterday to announce the

di ssol ution of Parlianment, Dr Mahathir said whether or not the new Budget
2000 wi || be the sanme depends on the Government which is voted into power
in the general elections.

"I't will be up to the new governnent. If we win, it will be the
sanme...but there are those who say that sonmeone else will becone Prine

M nister, so howw Il we know?" he said.

The budget tabled by Daimlast nonth proposed to share the fruits of an

i mproved econony with the people and included, anbng others, a 1 per cent
cut in personal income tax, and a 10 per cent increase in basic salary and
one-nont h bonus or RML, 000 for civil servants. No new or tax increases
wer e proposed.

Dr Mahathir said the elections are being held before the fasting nonth
to avoid the use of nobsques and pl aces of worship by political parties for
campai gni ng pur poses.

"(Oherwise) Miuslims who wish to carry out their religious obligations
will be disturbed by certain parties...(who) nmay use abusive words,
profanities, or slander and cheat," he added.

Asked whether he will be contesting in his Kubang Pasu constituency, the
Prime Mnister said: "There is no reason for me to run away from Kubang
Pasu. "

The list of Barisan Nasional (BN) candi dates, nmeanwhile, will be decided
after he neets with conponent party | eaders.

"Seat allocations will followthe existing structure. There will not be
many changes. W nmay exchange seats between parties but in terns of nunber
of seats allocated for each party, there will be no change," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said the BN el ecti on machinery is ready for the

el ections, and he is satisfied with the preparations so far. "If | am not
satisfied I would not call for the elections.”

Asked about the BN s chances of capturing Pas-controlled Kel antan, the
Prime Mnister said: "W feel we can capture Kelantan this tinme because
Ni k Azi z (Pas | eader and Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat) has torn
the Pas Constitution to shreds.

"He has no use for the Pas Constitution and has offered all Kkinds of
things to the other Opposition parties in return for their support. |
think the Kelantan people will realise that Pas is not a party that can be
trusted because their struggle is not based on principles or its
Constitution but on getting votes," he said.

Dr Mahathir called on the people to be cal mand not go overboard during

t he canpai gni ng and el ecti ons.

"There is a possibility that the Opposition, because they realise they
cannot win, will try and foil the general elections by having
denonstrations and perhaps becomng violent. This way they can later claim
that the el ections were unfair or not conducted well. W al ready expect
all these accusations fromthembecause they know they will |ose," he

sai d.



Asked whet her there will be any foreign observers, Dr Mahathir said
everyone, including foreigners, are already observing what is happening in
the country.
"W have the trial (of Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim that is open to
everyone. There are diplomats, the foreign press, the local press, the
Qpposition. Even then they say the trial is not fair.
Dr Mahathir said what is inmportant is that the Government will be fair
inthis election, as it has al ways been.
"Qtherwi se, as you find in sone countries, the Opposition cannot w n at
all. But in this country, the Opposition can not only win seats but
actual ly take over governnents. That's the measure of our denocracy,” he
added.
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