18/ 03/ 1999

New CM seeks PM s views on Cabinet |ine-up

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Sabah's new Chief M nister Datuk Osu Sukam t oday
called on Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad and sought the Prime Mnister's
views on the proposed line-up of the State Cabi net, anobng ot her things.

When approached after the hour-long nmeeting at the Prine Mnister's
Departnent, Osu said: "W discussed State administrative issues and |
sought his advice and views."

Gsu said Dr Mahathir had left it to himto decide the matter of the
State Cabi net |ine-up

On Saturday, the State Cabinet |ine-up will be announced and the
M ni sters sworn in.

Osu, who took the oath of office as Sabah Chief M nister on Mnday, said
the State Cabinet |ine-up had not been finalised.

Osu succeeded Tan Sri Bernard Donpok who failed to retain the Myog seat
inlast weekend's State el ection.

On specul ation of Donpok's appointnent to the Senate, Gsu said the
matter was at the discretion of the Prine Mnister.

"But we'll make the nost of the experience of Sabah | eaders for the good
and future of the Sabah people and the BN Governnent in Sabah.

"(Donpok' s) appoi ntment is secondary. What's inportant is that they
(Donpok and ot her unel ected | eaders) are willing to lend their experience
inthe interest of the BN."

OGsu said he would spell out his plans for Sabah after the first State
Cabi net neeting next week.

However, he said, priority would be given to eradicating poverty in
Sabah as the State was anong those still with a sizeabl e nunber of poor
popul ati on.

"The second focus will be on rural devel opment. Being a physically |arge
State, the question of its devel opnent nust be tackled so that raci al
sentiments will not be harped upon again in the conmi ng general election,"”
he sai d.

OGsu was al so asked on Parti Bersatu Sabah president Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kitingan's claimthat phantomvoters had hel ped sonme BN candidates win in
the recent State polls.

Osu replied: "All sorts of excuses crop up once you | ose."

Earlier, in Kota Kinabalu, Gsu officially assuned his official duties
from Donpok with a pledge to work hard to fulfil the BN s election
pron ses.

He said the thrust of the State BN admi nistration under his | eadership
woul d be hast eni ng econoni ¢ devel opnent and poverty eradication

The brief handi ng-over cerenpbny was w tnessed by State Secretary Tan Sri
Khal il Datu Jamal ul and Chief Mnister's Departnent Cabinet and Policy
Di vi sion director Awang Sanat .

Osu, 50, will be Chief Mnister for two years after which he will hand
over the post to a non-MislimBum putera who will conpl ete Donpok's 14
nmont hs unconpl eted term

Donpok was unable to conplete his termunder the rotation systemafter
| osing his Miyog seat to PBS Datuk C arence Bongkos Mal akun.

Di sm ssing the contention that the delay in the fornati on of the new
Cabi net was due to internal problenms or disagreenents anong BN conponent
parties, Osu said: "There is no problem... it's just that we needed nore
tine."



Asked if all nine State BN conponent parties will be represented in the
new St ate Government, Osu said the BN had al ways been fair to all
conmuni ti es i n Sabah.

On areport in alocal daily that the 17 PBS Assenbl ynen were t hinking
of joining the BN, he said as far as he was concerned, the question did
not ari se.

Meanwhi | e, Donpok said he had net Dr Mahathir yesterday to brief the
latter on what he had i nplenented during his 10 nonths as Chief M nister
and to present his views on the formati on of the new State Governnent.

He said it was crucial for the new State Governnment to ensure that the
interests of Sabah's various comunities were | ooked after.

(END)
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