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NEW ENERGY STRATEGY | N El GHTH MALAYSI A PLAN

KUALA LUMPUR, April 15 (Bernama) -- The governnment is reviewing its
four-fuel energy strategy with the ai mof addi ng renewabl e energy as the
fifth fuel, Energy, Tel ecommunications and Miultinmedia M nister Datuk Leo
Moggi e sai d today.

He said the new five-fuel strategy would be incorporated in the Eighth
Mal aysia Pl an whi ch woul d mark an inportant step in the devel opnment of a
sust ai nabl e nati onal energy policy.

Sol ar and hydro energy, w nd and bi onass are sone of the renewabl e
energy resources which could be harnessed, said Mggie.

"Renewabl e energy is increasingly nore inportant now and technol ogy
devel opnent and research has progressed so nuch in the |ast few years that
the viability of sone of the renewabl e energy resources are begi nning to be
seen," he told a news conference when announcing the Wrld Renewabl e Ener gy
Congress (WREC) '99 Malaysia to be held fromJune 8 to 11

He said renewabl e energy resources were cleaner than traditional ones,
gi ven the concern of countries worl dwi de over environnental questions.

The four energy resources Mal aysia currently depends on are oil, gas,
hydr o- power and coal

On WREC, Mbggie said this would be the first congress to be held
outsi de the Organi sation for Econom ¢ Cooperati on and Devel opnent ( CECD),
and in Asia.

He said the event was an activity of the Solar Wrld Programme
1996- 2005 (WSP), an initiative of the Wirld Sol ar Conmi ssion (WC) ai med at
pronoting the devel opnent, adoption and wi der utilisation of renewable
energy resources gl obally.

The congress, expected to draw about 500 participants, is to be
officiated by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who is a W5C
nmemnber .

Moggi e said June 8, this year, would be treated as the "Renewabl e
Energy Day" for Malaysia with a host of related programres scheduled in
conjunction with the openi ng cerenony of the congress.

They include the official opening of the Mal aysia Energy Centre and the
flag-off of the central | eg of the Mal aysia International Solar Cycle
Chal | enge by Dr Mahathir.

WREC ' 99 Mal aysia is organised jointly by the public and private
sectors, |ocal universities and non-governnental organisations.
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