14/ 12/ 1999

New Executive Council menbers grateful for chance to serve rakyat

KUALA PI LAH, Mon. - Newl y-appoi nted Exco Zakari a Nordi n ( Arpangan- Umo),
42, said he was grateful to God for the appointnment and woul d deliver his
best for the benefit of the rakyat.

"Since I'mnew, | will seek the advice of the Menteri Besar and senior
Exco col | eagues to ensure the people fully enjoy the devel oprment
progranmmes of the State,” said the State Umo executive secretary.

The ot her new Excos are Norhayati Omar (Pilah-Umo), Peter Lai Yit Fee
(Nilai-MCA), T. Rajagopalu (Jeram Padang-M C) and Dat uk Who Ah Lek
( Senawang- Ger akan) .

First tine State Assenbl ywonan Norhayati said once she had been notified
of her portfolio she woul d get feedback fromher officers on how best to
hel p the public.

"I will hold neetings with as many nenbers of BN conponent parties as
possi bl e, especially wonen, to listen to their grouses," said the 39-year-
ol d sol e woman Exco nenber, who is married to busi nessman Abdul Aziz
Alias.

Nor hayati, who is a committee nenber of the Kuala Pilah Umo division
and the division's Wanita wing, said she had in fact started neeting
peopl e foll owi ng her el ection success.

Anot her first-timer, Rajagopalu, a |awer by profession, rose to public
prom nence through his work as | egal adviser to MC s welfare club, Kelab
Amal Wanita Sri Sruthi Ml aysi a (Kawan).

Havi ng started his career as teacher in 1977 and getting a | aw degree in
London, he said: "My Exco position would give ne greater scope to serve
t he peopl e better."

Raj agopal u, 48, who is married to teacher V. Leel avathy, 46, and has
three sons, replaces M Sundram as the Jeram Padang BN representative and
M C State Exco nenber.

He said his involvenent in politics which began during his student days
i n London, where he pioneered the formation of the M C O ub, had put him
in good stead to address probl ens faced by the young.

Raj agopal u i s the chairman of the Taman Rasah M C branch and Rasah M C
di vision secretary. He al so heads the Informati on and Educati on Bureau of
the State M C Liaison Conmittee.

Lai, 47, atwo-termNilai State Assenbl yman, was sworn in as Exco
repl aci ng Datuk Goh Siow Huat who was el ected as the Rasah Menber of
Par | i anent.

He said he woul d use his experience to serve the people and the
appoi ntrent woul d enable himto execute policies of the State effectively.

Lai is the Econony Bureau chairman of the State MCA Liaison Conmittee
and deputy chai rman of MCA Ser enban di vi si on.

Gerakan State chief Datuk Wo Ah Lek, who is second tinme State
Assenbl yman for Senawang, was gi ven one of the two additional seats in the
expanded Exco |ine-up

Wbo, 56, thanked Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad and
Mohamad Isa for giving himand his party the opportunity to serve as an
Exco.

"I amsure | can contribute positively to the State Governnent to | ook
after the needs of the people,” aid Wo, who is narried to Tang Cheng Lan,
54, and has four children

But the surprise was Genmencheh State Assenbl ynan Dat uk Waad Mansor whose



nonmi nation in the recent general election raised eyebrows.

Waad, who is Tanpin Umo division chief, had resigned as an Exco menber
in May | ast year after he was charged on five counts of corruption at the
Ser emban Sessi ons Court.

Fol I owi ng a nmuch publicised trial for three of the charges brought
agai nst Waad by the Anti-Corruption Agency, he was acquitted of the
charges by the Serenmban H gh Court |ast Cctober.

ACA director-general Datuk Ahmad Zaki Husin had said follow ng the
acquittal that the agency had appeal ed agai nst the decision while the two
remai ni ng charges agai nst Waad were still pending.

The ACA had yet to come out with a statement on whether it had w t hdrawn
the appeal and also if it had dropped the two renai ni ng charges agai nst
Waad.

Waad was anong five old Exco nmenbers retai ned by Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohamad | sa Abdul Sanad who were sworn in together with the five new

f aces.
( END)
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