21 JAN 1999
Ummo- El ecti on
NEW FACES AMONG UVNO CANDI DATES FOR SABAH PCOLLS

TAWAU, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Umo is expected to field several new faces
in the com ng Sabah state election, its Sabah chief Datuk Osu Sukam said
t oday.

"There will definitely be new faces but the nunber has yet to be
finalised," said Osu, who is Deputy Chief Mnister and state Finance
M ni ster.

The list of prospective Umo candi dates had been submtted to Umo
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad for selection, he told reporters
after attending the Hari Raya open house of Merotai state assenbl yman Dat uk
Abdul Ghapur Sal |l eh here.

"W have gone through the process of selecting Umo candi dates severa
times, taking into account their backgrounds and factors |like efficiency
and willingness to serve the party and country," he said.

Earlier, Gsu nmet | eaders of the Merotai and Kal abakan Umo divisions to
di scuss ways to strengthen the party's el ection nachinery.

In Jasin, Melaka Umo chairman Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin said he woul d
| ead a 30-nenber teamto help in the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) canpaign in
Sababh.

The Mel aka Umo neeting had decided to help the BN candi dates in the
Sandakan and Mal uran parlianentary constituencies, he told reporters today.

Abu Zahar said the Umo del egati on woul d | eave for Sabah once the dates
of the dissolution of the State Assenbly and noni nati on were fixed.

He expressed confidence that BN woul d be returned to power in Sabah
with a confortable majority.
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