25 MAR 1999
Abdul | ah- Moni t ori ng
NEW FORMAT ON MONI TORI NG GOVERNMVENT PRQIECTS TO ENSURE EFFI CI ENCY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- The governnment will introduce a new
formusing a new format to ensure devel opnent projects inplenented for the
benefit of the people especially in the rural areas went snoothly and the
al locations for themspent fully.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said the neeting
of the Cabinet Committee on Good Governance chaired by himhere today had
agreed on the use of the Financial and Physical Project Performance
Reporting Format Form

"It relates to the governnent's continuous efforts to ensure that al
expendi ture all ocated for government projects could be utilised fully,
whi ch neans the projects are fully inplenmented,"” he told a press conference
after the neeting.

He said if the projects were fully inplenented, then the funds
all ocated for themshould be fully spent but there were evidence show ng a
shortfall or quite a high percentage of the funds not being utilised.

"This neans that nmaybe the inplenentation of the projects approved and
the allocation provided for themwere not synchroni sed and the projects
m ght be del ayed," he said.

Abdul I ah said the form when used and filled up by the inplenmenting
bodi es of governnment projects would enable his office, the central agency
and the headquarters of the respective mnistry to nonitor the progress of
the projects easily and speedily.

"W will know nore accurately about the status of the projects
i npl emented, particularly those relating to infrastructure inprovenent and
rural devel opnent projects,"” he said.

The neeting al so focused on efforts to nurture nobl e val ues anong
governnent officers and enhance their capability to provide better service,
ensure conmmtnment and prevent themfromindul ging in corrupt practices
whi ch woul d cost the country and affect their career.

He said the National Institute of Public Adnministration (INTAN) and the
Civics Bureau (BTN) woul d conduct the rel evant courses and wor ki ng papers
on the curriculumwoul d be submitted to the committee.

The neeting al so studied the report presented by the Auditor General on
t he performance of governnent services which were found to be satisfactory
al though there were several matters that needed attention, he said.

Abdul | ah said the Public Conplaints Bureau al so submtted a report to
the neeting and it was found that between 50 per cent and 60 per cent of
t he conpl ai nts agai nst governnent departments were about delays in replying
letters, queries and conplaints forwarded to them

"This matter nust be attended to and wherever necessary we nust use
conmputers to gather and process information fromrecord usi ng programres
whi ch can speed up the work so that our response will be faster," he said.

He cited the use of sophisticated software by the National Registration
Department whi ch had reduced t he backlog in application from 2,000, 000 two
years ago to only 190,000 and even this could be elimnated soon.

On the comrittee itself, Abdullah said it showed the governnent's
determ nati on and concern about the administration so that it would be
truly dynamc, efficient, highly productive, and the officers to be
trustworthy and capabl e of inplenenting projects and programes that had
been agreed upon.

Abdul | ah said the continued functioning of the cormttee, chaired by



Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad except for its 29th neeting
today, was testinony that the conmttee and the governnent's determ nation
were [ ong-term

"As we go along there will be problemcropping up... we mnmight be able
to see sone weaknesses here and there and these will have to be addressed
as quickly as possible... W' re happy that we have such a committee with

MAMPU and BPR as its secretariat,"” he said.

MAMPU Di rector- General Datuk Dr Muhammad Rai s Abdul Kari m when asked to
el aborate on the new format said it was a new nechanismto sinplify project
nmoni toring nati onwi de conpared to the previous format where various forns
for the same purpose had been used.

He said the use of the new format was one of the noves towards the
prime application of electronic adm nistration in the Miultinedia Super
Corridor (MSC) which was bei ng devel oped which woul d coordi nate "on-Ii ne"
all nonitoring of governnent projects.
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