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AS I T is known, the Bal kans were occupi ed by the Turkish fromthe end of
the 14th century, an occupation that continued for al nost 500 years. But
wi th the strengthening of the Austrian-Hungarian enpire at the end of the
17th century, its power dimnished. One big demarcation of the politica
borders of the Bal kans was nmade by the Treaty of Berlin in 1878 and

Ser bi a, Montenegro and Romani a wer e nade i ndependent states.

The Al bani ans, unhappy with the Treaty of Berlin, organised the Al banian
Movenent of Prizren between 1878-1881 whi ch went agai nst the decisions of
the Congress of Berlin, to protect their ethnic land. At the sane tine,
they had to fight the High Gate (the H gh Gate of Stanmboll) to create an
aut ononmous Al bani an state, but this novenent was pressured with viol ence
by the G toman arnmy. The Al bani ans continued their revolt agai nst Stanbol
in 1899 , 1908 and 1910. In the spring of 1912, Kosova was the first
region to unfold the flag of the liberation revolt.

The representatives of the Al bani an people, who cane fromthe old

Al bani an | ands i ncl udi ng Macedoni a and Caneria, gathered at the Nationa
Convention of Vlora, which declared on 28 Novenber 1912 the Nati ona

| ndependence of Al bania and the inclusion of the entire ethnicity, which
they were representing, in the nation-state.

But for all the efforts put in by the Al banians for the inclusion of the
entire Al banian lands in the nation-state, at the London Conference in
1913, the big powers recognised only the act of the creation of the

i ndependent Al banian state while nore than half the ethnic Al bani an | ands
remai ned out of its borders, divided anong three nei ghbouring nonarchies
(Serbia, Geece and Montenegro). The Al banian map today is the one that
was designed in the above-nenti oned conference.

The di pl omatic rel ati onshi p between Al bani a and Mal aysi a was est abl i shed
in June 1991 while the Republic of Al bania opened its enbassy in Kual a
Lunpur in Cctober 1993. In this period, the relationship between the two
countries has strengthened on the basis of reciprocal interest and
friendly feelings between the two peopl es.

There has al so been an exchange of visits at high level. Ml aysian Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned has visited A bania twi ce, once in
1993 and another tinme in 1995 while Al banian President Prof. Dr Sal

Beri sha visited Malaysia in 1994. A nunber of agreenents have al so been
signed by both countries on trade, cooperation in economy, science and
technol ogy, on the avoi dance of doubl e taxation and investnment pronotion
and the lifting of visas for both countries. A treaty between the Bank of
Al bani a and Bank Negara has al so been signed on paynent arrangenents.
There are three major investnents by Ml aysi an conpani es in Al bania. The
I nternational Commrercial Bank of Mal aysia has been operating there for the
| ast four years while Penang Shi pbuil ding and Corp Sdn Bhd is doing a
housi ng project in Tirana estimated at US$24 nillion. Meanwhile, Teruno
Hol di ngs i s constructing a conpl ex-hotel project estinmated at US$33
mllion.

Al bania is a small country with great potential for investnent and nore
busi nessnen are sought to set up econonmic activities init. There are a

| ot of new sectors in Al bania to be explored by Ml aysi an busi nessnen who
are invited by the Al banian Governnent to invest in the hotel, banking,

i ndustrial, infrastructure, textile and food sectors. A government-
initiated privatization progranme has begun to noderni se the Al bani an



econony.

There are many viable projects in Al bania such as road constructi on,
power plants, tourismand many others which will benefit fromthe
participation of Ml aysian conpani es. Al bania not only offers trenendous
opportunities but is also the gateway to various parts of Europe.

Al bani a has many things to learn fromthe Ml aysi an experi ence,
especially in the building of highways, free trade areas, industrial
parks, multinedia projects, |IT business and tel ecomuni cati ons.

| would like to nmention that Ml aysia's stand on the Kosova i ssue has
been encouragi ng and hel pful to our country's foreign policy especially
the press statements by the Prine Mnister's Departnment and the Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs and the support shown for the resolution on Kosova at
the Security Council of UN

| would like to thank the Government of Mal aysia, the peopl e of

Mal aysi a, Bari san Bertindak Kosova (Ml aysi an Youth Council), the New
Straits Tines, Uusan Mal aysia, TV3 and such humani tarian foundations as
the Mal aysi an Medi cal Relief Society organised by Dr Jem | ah Mahnood and
t he Mal aysi an Soci ol ogical Institute of Research for their hard work and
contributions to the peopl e of Kosova.

The possibilities of cooperation between Al bania and Mal aysi a are nuch
bi gger now especially after the ending of the crisis in Kosova. Now,

Al bani a and t he ot her Bal kan nations are working hard together for the
creation of a peaceful and secure region, to create an attractive
environnment for foreign investors under the Pact of Stability for South-
East Eur ope.

The end of conflict in Kosova and its placing under the UN

Admi ni stration has brought the begi nning of a new phase of devel opnent
which is expected to bring nore peace, stability and denocratic
reconstruction in Sout h- East Europe.

| would like to express nmy deep belief that Albania, in future, will be
a part of nodern Europe. The priorities of Albania's foreign policy is to
be included in the European and Euro-Atlantic structures, priority
relationship with the US, close relationship with Italy and Greece as
nei ghbouring countries, good traditional relationship with Turkey and

i ntensive relationship with such inportant countries as Germany, Britain
France. It is also interested in a reciprocal relationship with other big
countries with high influence in the international arena such as Russi a,
Chi na and Japan.

The contribution and support which countries of West Asia gave during

t he Kosova crisis has created a new franmework of cooperation which wll
serve as a base for passing to a phase even hi gher than our present
relations with these countri es.

We hope that with our hard work and the cl ose cooperation of friendly
countries, Albania will be able to achieve its ai mof becom ng a nember of
the EU and Nato in the near future.
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