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NEW Hl GHWAYS ONLY | F PEOPLE ARE W LLI NG TO PAY TOLL- DR MAHATHI R

SEPANG, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
the shel ving of proposed new tolled highways will only be reconsidered if

the people are willing to pay for the use of such roads.
Speaking to reporters at KLIA here on his return fromSwitzerland, the
Prime Mnister said, "W need to know whet her road users are willing to pay

toll or not as this involved a big expenditure."
"We do not want a situation where the hi ghways have been

conpleted...and then there are protests....they do not want to pay. This
represents investnent and no one will want to invest if he cannot get
returns," he said when asked by reporters howlong will they renmain shel ved

and the request by Johor and Terengganu that the projects should go ahead.

The Governnent decided | ast week to shel ve proposed new hi ghways
following protests over toll payment inposed by the hi ghway buil ders. Sone
20 proposed projects are invol ved.

However projects for which agreenments had al ready been signed woul d be
i mpl enent ed.

The Prime M nister explained that quality hi ghways woul d have to be
built by the private sector because the governnent did not have enough
al l ocation for such projects.

"If the people are not ready to pay tolls and insist that such quality
roads be built by the governnent itself, they will have to wait for a | ong
period until such tinme when it had enough noney to build the roads," he
sai d.

On the call by opposition parties that toll collection be abolished
since the building of such infrastructure facilities were part of the
governnent's responsibility, Dr Mahathir said if the government were to do
this then it woul d have to conpensate the conpani es which built the
hi ghways at a cost of billions of ringgit.

"Wth having to pay such a big conpensation, we will not only have to
post pone the construction of roads but al so probably the paynent of
salaries to government servants as there will not be enough noney."

Dr Mahat hir asked, "Why nmust we all ow people with cars, who are
actually the well-to-do, to have free use of the roads?"

The Prime Mnister said there were still nmany Ml aysi ans who were poor
and cannot afford to buy a car and they use public transport such as the
bus and train services.

"I'n fact bus and train fares should be abolished as this services are
used by peopl e who are poorer than those who own cars. This is only
fair....," he said.

Only the poor who did not own cars would suffer as no rural facilities
such as kanpung roads would be built as the governnment would be forced to
channel noney neant for this for paynent of conpensation to the hi ghway
bui | ders, he said.

"I ask the opposition parties to pay the conpensation...they have noney
and can pay...conpensate."

On the call for a reduction in road tax to nmake up for the increase in
toll rates, Dr Mahathir said, "W can reduce road tax, tax on oil and
reduce all forms of taxes."

"After that we reduce the salaries of governnent servants and al so stop
bui I di ng houses and there will al so be no mai ntenance of government
facilities," he added.
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