08 JAN 1999
Anwar - Rahi m
NEW | GP URGED TO REFORM POLI CE FORCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernamm) -- Forner deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday urged the new I nspector-General of Police (IGP) to
undertake the necessary refornms in the police force and to redeemits
i mage.

In a statenent read to reporters by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Ismail, Anwar said Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor's resignation as | GP was
appropriate but that it should have been nmade much earlier

He al so called for an i ndependent and credible teamto investigate his
al | egations that he was beaten

Abdul Rahi myesterday announced his resignation, effective today,
taking full responsibility for injuries suffered by the fornmer deputy Prinme
M ni ster while in police custody.

Abdul Rahi m said he nmade the decision to resign follow ng Attorney
General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdullah's statenment on Tuesday hol ding the police
force fully responsible for Anwar's injuries while in police custody.

Anwar is now on trial on four corruption charges of abusing his
position to interfere with police investigations into his all eged sexua
nm sconduct .

He was arrested on Sept 20, 1998 and appeared in court nine days |ater
with a bruised eye.

"I also urge the Mnister of Hone Affairs, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, not to abdicate responsibility. He has instructed the police to
act firmy and forcibly,"” Anwar said.

Dr Wan Azi zah, who is Pergerakan Keadil an Sosial (Adil) pro-tem
president, said Adil wanted the speedy formati on of an i ndependent
comm ssion of inquiry to fully investigate reports of police brutality.

She said Abdul Rahim s resignation should not be an attenpt to cover up
excesses and aberrations by the police.
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