26 OCT 1999
Syed Hani d- Gus Dur
NEW | NDON PRESI DENT TO VI SI T MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bernama) -- |Indonesia' s new president Abdurrahnman
Wahid is expected to visit Ml aysia soon as part of his tour of Asean
countri es.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today the date of the
visit had been fixed but would be officially announced | ater.

He said it was normal practice for Asean | eaders to vist their
counterparts in the region upon their election.

Abdurrahman was expected to discuss bilateral issues and exchange vi ews
with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, he told a nedia
conference at Wsna Putra, here.

Abdurrahman, fondly known as Gus Dur, had expressed his desire to visit
Mal aysi a when Mal aysi an anabassador to | ndonesia Dat uk Rastam Moharmad
called on himfollowing his election as Indonesia's fourth president
recently.

The conference was called to announce Thai Prine M nister Chuan
Leekpai's visit to Alor Setar this Saturday.

Syed Hanmi d said Chuan and Dr Mahathir woul d witness the signing of an
agreenment on the sal e of gas between the Ml aysi a- Thai | and Joi nt
Devel opnent Authority (JDA) and Petronas.

The two prinme mnister would al so di scuss bilateral, regional and
i nternational issues.

"Currently the bilateral relations between Ml aysia and Thai |l and and
the personal relations of the prine mnisters are very good...there will be
an informal Asean Sunmit (in Manila on Nov 24-28), maybe they will touch on
it, maybe East Tinor," he said.

Syed Hanmid al so said that he would visit the Philippines on Nov 3-4 to
hol d di scussions with its Foreign Secretary Dom ngo Si azon.

The fam liarisation tour was part of the preparation for the infornmal
sunmi t, he said.
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