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New neasures for the new m |l enni um

MALAYSI A' S vision to becone a devel oped nation by the year 2020 shoul d not

be danpened by the current econom c downturn

Al t hough the two-year economc crisis may have set back our goal by a

few years, the inportant thing is to inplenment the right nmeasures and make

up for lost tine.

The newl y | aunched Nati onal Econom c Consul tative Council 2 (NECC 2) has

precisely that task ahead of it.

The NECC 2 woul d make reconmendations for a new policy to replace the

Nati onal Devel opnent Policy (NDP), and this will steer national

devel opnent beyond the year 2000.

As Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad says, the council's 155

menbers must spur a paradigmshift, allow ng society to venture into new

areas which would widen its capabilities.

We nmust attenpt to venture into the unknown. Research and devel opnent

must be stepped up to achi eve technol ogi cal breakt hroughs. Only then can

we be leaders in our own field. This is vital if we want to create a niche

as the world nmoves towards gl obalisation and liberalisation of trade.

It is also inportant to examine and |l earn fromour nistakes and

shortcom ngs, especially fromthe inplenmentation of the current NDP

Wast age and ni sal |l ocati on of resources nust be elimnated, or at |east

m ni mi sed.

The goal of Vision 2020 is a challenge for all Ml aysi ans, irrespective

of race, religion, educational background or political affiliation. It is,

therefore, regrettable that several opposition parties rejected the

invitation to join the NECC 2. They shoul d have instead wel coned the

opportunity to present their views and proposal s.

The nation's devel opnent is, after all, not the sole prerogative of the

governnent or any one political party. It is the responsibility of every

citizen. National interests should take precedence over vested interests.
( END)
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