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Abdul | ah-M | | enni um
NEW M LLENNI UM CELEBRATI ONS TO START | N SEPTEMBER

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will celebrate the advent of the
new mllenniumon a grand scale with various progranmes ai med as pronoting
the tourismindustry.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmade Badawi said today the
cel ebration, called "Mal aysia's Centennial Into The new M I 1| eniun, would
be held for two years from Septenber this year to August 2001

"It is torecall Malaysia' s success in the |last 100 years and to give a
true picture of Malaysia's devel opnent today," he told a nedia conference
after chairing the inaugural neeting of the celebrations comittee, here.

The main objective of the progranme was to rai se awareness of and | ove
for one's own country anong Mal aysi ans and also to draw the attention of
the world community to the achi evenents of the Ml aysian race, he said.

It was also to inculcate the tourismculture anong Mal aysi ans to enj oy
the beauty of their own country and to lure the world community to visit
Mal aysia and thus step up the nation's tourismindustry.

Abdul | ah sai d the governnment woul d al so use the opportunity to organi se
visits before and after the international-class events to introduce
Mal aysia to the visitors.

Al'l events under the "Malaysia's Centennial into the New M I I enni unf
programre woul d be coordinated by the Cultre, Arts and Tourism M nistry.

Meanwhil e, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh
Fadzir said the cel ebrati on woul d be | aunched on a grand scale by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the Bukit Jalil National Stadium
on the night of Aug 30

There woul d al so be sinultaneous | aunches in all the states by the
respective nenteris besar and chief mnisters via teleconferencing with Dr
Mahathir with cross over tel ecast by Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysi a.

He said Dr Mahathir woul d al so put a special nessage for future
generations in a tinme capsule which would only be opened on Aug 30, 2099.

He said the programres al ready planned for this year included the
t wo- week Mal aysia Fest starting on Sept 11 and cul mnating with the Col ours
of Mal aysi a Parade on Sept 25.

He said there was no fixed allocation for the whole progranme as many
of the events had yet to be arranged.
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