13/ 02/ 1999
New toll rates effective March 1

Pat vi nder Si ngh
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - New toll rates, including those announced by the
Governnent last month, will take effect fromMarch 1 on five hi ghways.

The rate for cars will increase by 0.74 sen per kilonetre along the
Nort h- Sout h Expressway. Rates for other vehicles will be announced after
the Chi nese New Year along with the newtoll rates for three other
hi ghways.

The three are the North-South Central Link operated by Expressway
Li ngkaran Tengah Sdn Bhd (Elite), the Shah Al am Expressway (Kesas Sdn Bhd)
and the KulimButterworth Expressway (Konsortium Lebuhraya Kul i m
Butterworth Sdn Bhd).

The previously announced reduced rate for the new y-opened Damansar a-
Puchong Hi ghway (LDP) fromRML.50 to RML will also take effect from March
1.

This was announced by Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu today.

The North-South Expressway and the LDP are operated by Projek Lebuhraya
Utara Sel atan Bhd and Li ngkaran Trans Kota Sdn Bhd (Litrak) respectively.

"W will go ahead with inposing the newtoll rates on March 1," Sany
Vellu told reporters after viewing alternative routes for residents in the
vicinity of the LDP

The mnister was earlier briefed on the alternative routes by officials
of Litrak. Also present was Ml aysi an Hi ghway Aut hority director-genera
Dat uk Chua Sooon Poh.

Samy Vellu said with the exception of the LDP, the other highways woul d
see a toll increase by "a small fraction”

"If it was a full increase, it would be very nmuch higher. It is only a
nom nal increase," he said

On Jan 27, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had said
private car owners would have to pay an additional 0.74 sen per Kkilonetre
when usi ng the 848km Nort h- Sout h Expressway, while toll for the LDP would
be reduced to RML fromthe present RML. 50.

He had said the Governnment had no choice but to raise toll rates on four
mai n expressways so that its funds could be used for other projects,

i ncludi ng rural devel openent.

He had said the Government woul d have to pay Litrak RMB5 million a year
as conpensation for reducing the toll fromRML. 50, as had been agreed, to
RML

The toll increases cone after the Cabi net decided in Decenber 1997 not
to allow PLUS, Elite, Kesas and Konsortium Lebuhraya KulimButterworth to
raise their toll rates in 1998 owing to the econom c situation

Sany Vellu al so said those who did not wish to use the North-South
Expressway coul d use alternative roads of the hi ghway which he said had
the "best alternate roads" in the country.

He al so said he had directed the MHA to hold a ball ot anong residents of
Bandar Sri Damansara to decide if they wanted a slip road to avoid goi ng
t hrough the nearby Sungai Pencala toll plaza.

Sany Vel lu, who on Jan 20 stopped the conpletion of a slip road after
obj ections by sone residents, said he had received several letters from
resi dents who wanted the slip road to be built.
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