13/ 02/ 1999
New toll rates to start on March 1: Sany Vel lu

Ariff Awang
THE new toll rates at five highways in the country will be inplenented on
March 1, Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vel lu announced yest erday.
An announcenent on the newrates will be made before the inplenmentation
date, he told reporters in Kuala Lunpur after visiting alternative routes
to the LDP provided by concessi on hol der Lingkaran Trans Kota Sdn Bhd
(Litrak).
The hi ghways involved in the toll increase are the North-South
Expressway, the Lebuh Raya Damansara- Puchong (LDP), the Shah Al am
Expressway (Kesas), the KulimButterworth Expressway and the Proj ek
Expressway Li ngkaran Tengah (Elite).
O the five, the Governnment had earlier announced rates for two
hi ghways.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Mahathir Mharmad had earlier announced the
revised toll rates for North-South Expressway, in which private car owners
will have to pay an additional 0.74 sen per kilonetre.
Effective March 1, notorists will have to pay 11.24 sen per kilonmetre on
t he 848km Nort h- Sout h Expressway conpared with the 10.5 sen per kilonetre
t hey are payi ng now.
The Governnent al so agreed to reduce the toll rates for the Damansara-
Puchong Expressway (LDP) from RML.50 to RML for cars.
The M nister also said the Governnent is looking into the possibility of
bui l di ng another alternative route which will enable notorists fromthe
residential area of Seri Danansara to bypass the LDP Sungai Penchal a Tol
Pl aza.
"If the new alternative road is built, residents need not access the
LDP. The route will also link themw th Sungai Penchala old road," he
sai d.
Sany Vellu said the Governnent will have to spend another RV2 million
for the Sri Damansara alternative road including cutting the hill sl opes.
"It is our responsibility to build an alternative route if necessary. In
this matter we cannot satisfy all parties,” he said quoted as sayi ng.
Litrak has so far spent RM6 million to build alternative routes for
resi dents including overhead and underway bri dges, w deni ng and upgradi ng
exi sting roads and, in sonme cases, buil ding new ones.
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