10/ 07/ 1999

New trustees prepared to face |l egal action

MALACCA, Fri. - Umo Youth acting chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein
today said he and the rest of Yayasan Gerak Bakti Kebangsaan's new y-
appoi nted trustees were prepared to face | egal action by quarters unhappy
with their appointnent.

Hi shanmmuddi n, appointed the foundation's chairman during its
extraordi nary general neeting on Wdnesday, said there was no stopping the
new trustees fromdi scharging their duties to help the Ml ays.

O her trustees are the novenent's treasurer Mokhzani Mahathir, forner
Umo Yout h Information chief Datuk Abdul Fatah | skandar, managenent and
di sciplinary committee chairman Abdul Azi z Shei kh Fadzir and secretary
Zulkifli Alwi who is also national Barisan Nasional Youth secretary.

The neeting al so endorsed the renmoval of sacked Umo Yout h assi stant
secretary Saifuddin Nasution Ismail. Saifuddin had refused to resign
al t hough he was expelled fromUmo by the suprene council

The board also instituted |l egal action against Saiful |zham Ranli who
had passed hinself off as the foundation's secretary.

H shammuddi n said: "W do not care if they want to drag us to court.

"If they have the guts and they think they are right, | challenge them
to do so," he said after the closing of two-day notivational talks for
Johor Umo division | eaders by its chief Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, who is
al so Menteri Besar, |ast night.

Al'l aspects of the foundation's managenent and financial situation would
be revi ewed before progranmes to help the poor Ml ays were drawn up, he
said. Wth their appointnment could now function on its own.

The novenent set up the foundation in 1983 to help Malays and bring the
comunity into the mainstream

Two ot her board nmenbers, former Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahnmad Zahid
Ham di and Johari Abdul resigned on April 7.

Sai fuddi n and Johari are suprene council nenbers of Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal

H shanmuddi n sai d he was prepared to debate with Opposition | eaders on
the country's current econonmic and political situation but through a
proper forum

"But the debate or forum nust not be chaired by biased or one-sided
chai r person. "

H shanmmuddi n sai d he was supposed to appear on the ntv7 Dateline with
two Opposition | eaders a nonth ago but for some reasons the debate did not
take off.

"I amprepared (to face then) if | aminvited. | amnore then willing to
meet themso that all Ml aysians will come to know about the truth."

( END)
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