24/ 06/ 1999
650, 000 new voters this year

Adel i ne Ong

THE El ecti on Commi ssi on (EC) estimates 650,000 newvoters will be eligible
to vote in 1999, partly follow ng a surge of interest anbng young

Mal aysi ans.

El ecti on Conmi ssi on chai rrman, Datuk Orar Mohd Hashi msaid the conmi ssion
had expected a "bunper” crowd this year because of nore interest in

el ections recently, especially anong young voters.

"For the coming elections, it is projected that there will be sone

650, 000 new voters for 1999. In 1998, we have about 9.7 nmillion registered
voters while in 1994, there were 9 m|lion voters.

"W expected a high percentage. Physically, we sawa | ot of young voters
com ng around to be registered. This is a nice surprise and a record ...
the biggest ever. This is good for the country," Omar said.

He said if general elections were held within the nexth nonth or so, the
ECwi Il use the 1998 el ectoral roll because Mal aysi ans who regi stered in
t he nost recent registration canpai gn which closed on May 13 will stil
have to undergo a "substantial process."

"The newly conpiled data will have to be processed and | egal i sed and it
can only be conpleted at the end of this year or early next year," Orar
sai d.

Ormar said the Conmission received 1.1 nmillion applications as of May 13
1999, out of which 65 per cent were new voters while the rest requested
for a change of division for elections.

He sai d t he conmi ssi on had sent 5,640 regi stration forns to 75 Mal aysi an
enbassi es and ni ssions abroad, and are still receiving replies.

Omar said the EC has all ocated RVb5 million to conduct the coning
general el ections.

"This is an increase because the area covered is nore, there are
addi ti onal voters, nore voting centres and nore staff. In addition, the
general cost of things have al so gone up,” Omar told a press briefing in
Kual a Lunpur.

In 1994, the EC was al | ocated RVA2 mi | lion.

Asked if the Commissionis ready if the elections were to be held before
Sept ember, Omar said: "W are always in the state of preparedness. G ven
sonme tinme as notice, we have no problens in running the el ections, even
though with a short canpaigning tine

"The Commi ssi on needs about three weeks to a nonth. W are ever-ready
fromthe word "go'.

When asked if there will be any foreign observers at the com ng

el ections, Omar said: "There will be 20 million | ocal people who wll
nonitor the el ections and the conmission ... the 20 mllion rakyat which
we are responsible for.

"W have done a good job for the past nine el ections, and many nany
smal | er el ections. Therefore, we do not see the need for foreign observers
unl ess the Governnment wants it," he said.

On the probl emof phantomvoters, Omar said that: "we are a public
institution and we are responsible to the public. Therefore, they have the
right to question. Wiat is i mportant and what can be done we will do so.
"W are forever trying to correct and i nprove oursel ves either
technically or otherwise. This is the best that we have done.
"Conparatively, back in the 1990 el ections, it was recorded that we had
300, 000 phantomvoters. Over the years, we have cl eaned up all these.



Si nce 1990, we have struck out half anillion registered voters, including
t hose who have di ed (360, 000) and duplicated records.
"Of course new voters have cone in. For |ast year, we struck out 48,000,
i ncl uding 29, 767 who have di ed and 5, 000 are duplicated nanes. The
cl eansi ng process i s ongoi ng," Omar said.
Asked to clarify the deadline for hol ding the next general el ections
whi ch must be held every five years, Omar said it was June 7 2000.
"Even though the previous el ections were held in April 1994, the date to
take i s when Parlianment convened which was in June 1994. Therefore,
consequently the present Governnent will hold office until June.”
It was reported that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had
said that he was given to understand that he has an extra two nont hs
(until July) to hold el ections.
Omar added that the chall enge for this com ng el ections, |ike all
elections is to ensure that the conmmi ssion goes through its duties in all
fairness, clean and as transparent inits processes, and to make everybody
satisfied with our work and to trust us.
He al so said that preparations for the conming elections is al ready
underway. Training of the Conmi ssion's staff began in Muy.
He added that the conmission is currently assisted by the Nati onal
Regi stry Departnent in verifying the electoral roll.
"This will be of great help and is operational only fromthis year ...
to ensure that no non-citizen can becone a voter," said Omr who was
appoi nted as chai rnman | ast nont h.
Asked i f he was appoi nt ed because of criticismagainst forner chairnman
Dat uk Harun Din's | eadership, Omar said: "W are all appointed and it is
in the Constitution and El ections Act 1958. One holds office until the age
of 65, then oneretires. It has nothing to do with any criticism Wen our
tinme cones, we all have toretire."
Dat uk Harun Din retired on June 21 1999.
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