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New RMBOm Pant ai Hospital block by the end of next year

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Wonen's and children's health shoul d recei ve a boost
with the building of a new hospital block at Pantai Medical Centre for
speci alist treatnent, educational resources and other services.

The new bl ock, standing on 10,999 square netres, will also have 358
beds.

The bl ock, with two wings, eight floors and three basenents, will have a
total built-up area of 50,000 square netres.

Conpletion is expected in the last quarter of next year.

One of the new wings will be dedicated to wonen and children's health
and wel | bei ng.

It will house the maternity and paediatric wards and a resource centre.

The adm ssion, accident and energency departnent will also be located in
the new bl ock, as will operation theatres, intensive care units and the
cardi ac centre

Pant ai Hol di ngs Bhd executive chai rman Mokhzani Mhat hir, who conducted
t he ground- breaking cerenony for the RMBO nillion project today, said it
woul d be funded nostly by internal sources.

"We still have reserves so we will keep borrowings to a minimum?" he
added.

He said nost of the costs would be in building the physical structure.

Construction will be carried out by THB-1JM Joint Venture Bhd, a joint
vent ure betweeen Tongkah Hol di ngs Bhd and |1 JM specialising in the
devel oprment and construction of hospitals.

Pantai Medical Centre is one of five hospitals under Pantai Hol di ngs'
Hospi tal Operations division.

O her divisions are Heal t hcare Support Services and Fi nance/ |l nvestnents
Managenent .

Mokhzani said the decision to start work on the new bl ock now was partly
spurred by the econom ¢ downturn itself.

"In the last 18 nonths, we have seen an overall reduction of 20 per cent
in our corporate clientele, many of whom have opted for the governnent
sector (hospitals).

"But when the econony picks up within two years, that clientele will
come back," he said, adding that this was "the best possible time" to
begi n constructi on.

"I don't think we will reach pre-1997 clientele figures anytine soon but
we wi |l be working towards it," Mkhzani said.
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