23 FEB 1999
Sabah- Road
NEW KK- KENI NGAU ROAD TO BOOST DEVELOPMENT | N SABAH | NTERI OR

KOTA BELUD, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- In a quick response to the prine
mnister's call for rapid devel opnent in Keni ngau, Wrks M ni ster Datuk
Seri S. Sany Vellu today proposed a newroad linking the interior district
to Kot a Ki nabal u.

The 260 kmroad via Sapulut, if approved, would be constructed under
the 8th Mal aysia Plan (2001-2006), he said.

"W are confident that that when it's inplenmented nore areas in
Keni ngau wi || be devel oped t hrough econom c projects that benefits the
peopl e there," he told reporters in Tuaran near here.

Sanmy Vel lu said the Sabah Public Wrks Departnent had identified the
areas the road woul d pass through, and woul d be conducting several studies
i ncluding on the costs invol ved.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, during his visit to Keningau | ast week,
prom sed the people there he would give attention to the district's
devel oprent .

Sany Vel lu said the federal governnment had agreed to build or upgrade
12 roads in Sabah before the end of next year at a total cost of RWb10
mllion.

He said he woul d table a working paper to the Cabi net seeking an
addi tional allocation of RMB44 mllion for road works i n Sabah, which had
been allocated RML.2 billion for the purpose under the 7th Ml aysia Pl an
(1996- 2000),

Earlier, Sanmy Vellu visited the the 53 km Berungi s- Kota Bel ud road,
built at a cost of RML70.7 million and conpl eted | ast Cctober.

He al so inspected the RM314.6 million Kota Kinabal u- Sul aman coast al
road project, scheduled for conpletion in Cctober next year. The project
i ncludes the RM2.5 million Mengkabong Bridge across Sungai Lipas which at
545 netres will be the longest in the state.

Sanmy Vellu said the two projects, financed by the federal government,
benefitted the people as they cut traveling tine by half.

"Sabahans al so benefit because they don't need to pay toll conpared to
those in other states who have to pay toll to use new roads," he added.

Samy Vellu, who is also the MC president, said although the party had
only 3,400 nenbers in the state they could help the Barisan Nasional win in
some of the constituencies during the March 12-13 state el ection.

"The MCwi Il activate the party machinery and set up conm ttees for
its menbers to help those fromother BN conponent parties win in this
el ection," he said.

Sanmy Vellu said Indian voters could tip the balance in seats such as
Tanjung Aru where the party has 600 nenbers, Sandakan (350 menbers) and
Tawau (300 nenbers.

He added that Sabah M C woul d hold a convention in Kota Kinabalu on
March 7.
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