16/ 06/ 1999

NGOs call for second | ook at review of Plan

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues - A group of non-governnental organisations today
called for a second | ook at the Seventh Mal aysia Plan md-termrevi ew t hat
showed the I ndian community as having achi eved the highest growh rate.

The group gathered outside the gates of the Prine Mnister's office
compl ex and asked to hand over a menorandumto Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad on t he subject.

The group calling itsel f Gabungan Badan- Badan Sokongan Kemsj uan Saksana
says it is an ad-hoc support group endorsing the nmenorandum and counts 36
NGOs as part of it.

Menbers of the group were infornmed by Assistant Special Functions
O ficer Mohd Shafiq Abdullah that Dr Mahathir could not see themas he had
a very tight schedul e.

The group's spokesman, K. Arunugam together with a few nmenbers then net
Shafiq before giving himthe nenorandum

"The data provided by the Seventh Mal aysia Plan mid-termrevi ew does not
tally with the grassroots situation and we are asking the Prine M nister
toreviewthe md-termreviewto get the actual situation," Arunmugamtold
reporters later.

He said if the Indian comunity was considered to have achi eved the
hi ghest growth rate it may not be included in poverty eradication
pr ogr amres.

Arumugam sai d that Shafiq told himthe nenorandum woul d be forwarded to
Dr Mahathir.
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