30 DEC 1999
Mahat hi r - Boycot t
NGGOs NEED NOT BE OVERZEALOUS | N CHI CKEN BOYCOTT, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 30 (Bernama) -- Non-governmental organisations
spear headi ng an on-goi ng nati on-wi de public boycott of chicken and ot her
over-priced itens shoul d not be overzeal ous in pursuing their cause, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d.

They shoul d not be overly pressuring in alienating all traders, he said
referring to the boycott |aunched two days before Christmas by two unions,
a national consumer organi sation and a youth council.

"I believe we need not have to be too hasty. W nust renenber that the
sellers that we're boycotting also want to earn a living, sone of themare
not well off ... they are poor," he said.

He was responding to reporters who approached himon the matter after
openi ng an international conference on religious studi es here today.

The prinme minister said nounting a general boycott of traders should
al so take into account that it is the petty traders who woul d be affected
nost .

He said nore appropriate action could be taken agai nst traders known to
be blatantly profiteering fromitens that were actually cheaply-priced

The current boycott was initiated by the Ml aysi an Trades Uni on
Congress (MIuC), Cuepacs, the largest public sector enpl oyees union, Fonta,
the federation of consuners associations and the Ml aysi an Yout h Counci |

"But we don't have to boycott all. The stall operators don't earn that
much, if they can get 20 ringgit a day and yet we boycott them what is
there for themto earn," he said.

As for the seasonal price increases especially during festive seasons,
Dr Mahathir said the basic principle of supply and demand canme into play as
limted supply would push prices up

"But in Malaysia price increases are not abrupt and if they do go up
the cost factors are taken into account,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Donmestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry has
been specifically tasked with nonitoring supply situation and price
novenent s.

The governnment only controlled prices of essential itens, including
sugar and flour and nonitored the price novenents for other itens.

The governnment would step in to stabilise prices the monent there was
excessive profiteering, he said.

Dr Mahathir said price increases could be curtailed if consuners
t hensel ves choose not to pay for over-priced goods.

" During festive seasons, prices soar and supply is short. Consuners in
need of such goods are willing to pay high prices. If they are not willing
to pay such high prices, the traders will have to bring down the prices. So
don't pay (if the prices are high)," the prine mnister added.
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