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Nl K AZI Z' S ALLEGATI ON AGAI NST UMNO | S A LI E, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
described as a lie Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat's
claimthat Umo has shown characteristics of infidels.

The Prime Mnister said as the PAS Council of U ama chief Nik Aziz was
free to criticise the national |eadership, but he questioned the PAS
| eader's action to hurl such allegations agai nst Umo.

"He is slandering again, calling people infidels and all that," Dr
Mahat hir was reported as saying over private station TV3's Buletin Uam
t oni ght .

Dr Mahathir was interviewed by TV3 while making a private visit to the
One Ut anma shopping centre in Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya, near here, today.

He said this when asked to conment Nik Aziz's allegation at a politica
ceramah in Kel antan two days ago that Umo had shown el ements of infidels
by rejecting Islamin national adm nistration.

Ni k Aziz made the allegation in response to clains by Umo | eaders that
PAS supporters' practices resenbled those of the Shi'ite and Khawarij .

He accused Umo of having characteristics of infidels for allegedly
rejecting the Quran and Hadi s and using other rules as the country's | aws.

PAS al so used the infidel issue against Umo to fish for votes in the
80s, but its |eaders recently said that those who nmade the allegation
agai nst Umo were no longer in the party, and that the issue should not be
revi ved.
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